Our Paper 08/1984 by Our Paper
University of Southern Maine 
USM Digital Commons 
Our Paper: Serving the Alternative Community Periodicals 
8-1984 
Our Paper 08/1984 
Our Paper 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/our_paper_sac 
 Part of the Cultural History Commons, History of Gender Commons, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Studies Commons, Oral History Commons, Other English Language and Literature 
Commons, Other Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Commons, Public History Commons, Social 
History Commons, and the Women's History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Our Paper, "Our Paper 08/1984" (1984). Our Paper: Serving the Alternative Community. 111. 
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/our_paper_sac/111 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Periodicals at USM Digital Commons. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Our Paper: Serving the Alternative Community by an authorized administrator of USM 
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact jessica.c.hovey@maine.edu. 









Community Reacts t<;> 
Bangor Murder 
On the evening of July 7 Charles 
Howard, an openly gay man, was 
murdered on a downtown Bangor street. 
According to several eyewitnesses, the 
victim was beaten, kicked and, as he 
protested that he could · not swim, 
thrown from the State St. Bridge. The 
cause of death was drowning. Three 
male Bangor teenagers were charged 
with murder the following day - and 
released to their parents'custodi .. 
The obvious "fag-bashing" provoked 
an outraged response from Maine's gay 
and lesbian community. On Monday 
evening, July 9, the Bangor community 
held a memorial service and rally at the 
Unitarian Church on, Main St. Three 
hundred peop1e attended. An open 
microphone allowed gay men, lesbians, 
and other concerned pe0ple to vent their 
anger and sorrow at Charlie's death. 
See "Grieving for Charlie" elsewhere in 
this issue.) Folowing the rally, about 
half of those assembled marched by 
candleligh t to .the Bangor police station. 
We stopped on the bridge where Charlie 
died and threw flowers over the side. 
Some people affixed their burning 
candles to the bridge railing. Even as we 
marched, there was harrassment. One 
man yelled, "You should a ll be shot." 
The police were nowhere to be seen. 
In Portland the murder initially 
received minimal publicity. Monday's 
Press Herald carried a very brief article 
which did not mention that Charlie was 
gay. When questioned about the lack of 
by Fred Berger 
coverage, an editor replied that it was a 
"local Bangor story that was outside of 
our circulation area." Later the papers 
tried to put Charlie's murder in the 
context of past harrassment in other 
parts of the state. They reported assaults 
a,t the Bath rest area and sought to 
answer the question, "Do gays in 
Portland face -harrassment and 
violence?" 
On Tuesday, July 10, a dozen gay men 
and lesbians from Portland met at Our 
Books to plan an organized response to 
Charlie's death. By that time the 
incident was a national news item. It 
was front page material in Maine papers 
and had been reported by Tom Brokaw 
on the "NBC Nightly News". We decided 
on a Wednesday press conference and a 
Friday evening raily and march. 
Wednesday's press conference was 
held at the Portland Pubiic Safety 
Building. All the local TV stations, 
many radio stations, and the local press 
were present as gay and lesbian leaders 
John Preston, Phil Gautreau, Kim 
Anderson and -, Dale McCormick read 
prepared statements. Christine Torraca 
served as moderator. (See "Press 
Conference" elsewhere in this issue). 
Dale McCormick's statement criticized 
the legislators for refusing to pass gay 
rights legislation, arguing that official 
homophobia leads to acts of harassment 
and violence. 
Following the press conference the 
media changed its focus to an interest in 
Charles Howard 
Jan. 31, 1961-July 7, 1984 
"You can't kill the sp irit. 
It's like a mountain, 
old and strong it goes on and on." 
.. 
We will not forget you, Charlie. 
gay rights. Governor Brennan, a 
longtime opponent of gay rights 
legislation, was quoted as saying that he 
could support legislation protecting 
gays from discrimination in housing. 
and credit, but not in employment. 
"Employers should have the right to 
hire whoever they want," he said. Two 
TV stations used their infamously 
inaccurate "tele-polls" to gauge viewer 
sentiment on a Maine gay rights bill. In 
both cases 70% of those calling in were 
opposed to a gay rights bill. 
On Friday night, July 13, memorial 
services and marches were held in both 
Portland and Lewiston. The Portland 
rally was held at the First Parish 
Unitarian Universalist Church on 
Congress St. An estimated 450 people 
filled the church. The evening began 
with the reading of a Bangor Police 
Department affidavit which gave a 
factual account of the murder. Next Rev. 
Richard Hasty conducted a brief service 
in which he read from John Preston's 
Franny, the Queen of Province-
town. Following the reading of the four 
statements from Wednesday's press 
conference, the microphone was opened 
to anyone from the audience who wished 
to speak. Bangor friends spoke of 
Charlie and their love for him. One 
man performed a dance-mime in the 
church aisles. Several heterosexu_als 
rose to express their outrage a t this 
crime. At the conclusion of the rally 
collection plates were passed. Three 
hundred eighty dollars was collected for 
the Anti-Gay / Lesbian Violence Project 
of the National Gay Task Force. 
As the rally concluded, word spread 
through the crowd that a group of 
heckler s was waiting outside. 
Undeterred, we filed out to find the 
Dennis Friel family screaming "faggot, 
abomination .. . " and waving bibles. 
Friel currently stands accused of 
vandalising 30 Maine churches, 
including First Parish. 
The march stretched most of the way 
continued on page 8 
Grieving For Charlie: A Journal of Life in Bangor 
by Dwight Cathcart 
The last five days in our lives - we are 
part of the gay community in Bangor -
have been days of continuous grief for 
the death of our friend, Charlie. The 
grief expressed itself, for me, as a block 
in my chest, an inability to breathe 
deeply, and the sense of an imminent 
sob. But these days have also been days 
of frenetic activity: phone calls until two 
and three in the morning, meetings 
attended by every gay I had ever met, 
gatherings in people's apartments 
where we watched television sets at six 
and eleven, seeing ourselves being 
interviewed and hearing ourselves 
expressing our anger and our fear and 
our grief. We have felt, in these days, 
exposed and watched and talked about 
in the papers, and we have heard our 
meetings announced on the radio. In 
this sudden glare of publicity, we have 
turned to one another: How many gay 
men and lesbians have I hugged- long, 
body-warming hugs - in these last five 
hot days! The Bangor gay and lesbian 
community has come together in a 
decisive and emotionally committed 
response to Charlie's murder, and it 
appears that our grief and fear and 
anger are beginning to be channeled 
into productive political acitivity. The 
Coalition of Gay Men and Lesbians and 
Straights is to meet on Monday, July 16, 
1984, to plan what steps are to be taken 
to make ourselves more decisively 
visible, and to protect ourselves from 
assault. 
I will remember these days as days of 
almost continual tears. I keep thinking 
of Charlie's blond hair, parted in the 
middle and hanging over his forehead, 
of the way he waved his hands when he 
talked, of the purse, of his earring down 
to his shoulder, and my tears start 
again, tears for Charlie's loveliness, his 
grace - he held his head on a slant and 
led with a jaw made up by Elizabeth 
Arden - tears for the soft way he spoke. 
I cried fo1 his youth and for the loss of 
his maturity, and, perhaps most of all, 
for his courage. This image of him -we 
called him, during these five days, 
"willowy," "winsome," "pretty," "a 
flaming queen," - has been invoked 
again and again during these five days , 
which began, for me, on Sunday 
afternoon at two. 
SUNDAY 
I heard the news from a gay man I've 
known "for five years - sometimes we 
have tentatively moved toward an 
affair, but neither one of us has been 
energetic enough about it to make it 
happen - who said, "Charlie's been 
murdered." I stumbled through 
questions, and he said he had heard 
from a former lover of his. I hung up, 
called him back - the first of a hundred 
phone calls in the next several days -
hung up again, and sat brooding. An 
hour later, I was at the University, 
talking to straight colleagues, and I was 
aware of an immense gulf tha t had 
opened, suddenly, between me and 
them. An hour after that, twenty of us 
were at a meeting of a self-help program, 
where we talked out our anger and grief 
and our fears: a friend of Charlie's, a 
man who has been undergoing dialysis 
for months and is waiting for a kidney 
transplant and is, for some of us, the 
definition of courage, said that he was 
now carrying a steel rod in his 
knapsack. Others, around the table, said 
they were locking their apartment doors. 
In Maine! 
We spoke of Charlie's courage, of the 
way he challenged conventional notions 
of male-ness and female-ness. He used to 
say, "I am what I am," and we all had a 
kind of wondering admiration for 
someone who could so gutsily be what he 
was. He used to come to self-help 
meetings telling tales of himself at the 
checkout counter of supermarkets, 
waving his purse, defending himself 
against the laughter of the checkout 
woman and the straight males around 
him, saying, "I am what I am." How did 
he brave the ridicule! But it appears that 
all of us were aware that he was fighting 
our fight, out there on the front lines of 
the gender wars. A lesbian friend, brown 
hair falling in loose bangs across her 
forehead, great round tortoiseshell 
glasses and a perpetually pensive look, 
said, "Charlie died of that courage." 
A friend who is an official with Wilde-
Stein suggested that the dance, to be 
held in two weeks, should be cancelled, 
under the circumstances. But everybody 
agreed we needed a dance, now as much 
as ever. Dance for Charlie. 
MONDAY 
Getting dressed, I put on my pink 
triangle and a button that said, "I love 
sober gay men" and I found an ivory 
bracelet a friend had given me. I wanted 
to be more like Charlie, not less. 
There had been talk on Sunday 
afternoon, questions: What should we . 
do? A call came for me from Augusta, a 
Unitarian Minister, who had heard from 
a parishioner, who had heard from 
Bangor, that there was to be a 
"solidarity" meeting at the Unitarian 
Church. The day was a day of frenzied 
activity: calls to MCLU, NGTF, 
"millions of phone calls," a lesbian 
friend said, trips to the store to buy all 
the lavender ribbons they had, hundreds 
continued on p age 5 
LETTERS 
To the editor: 
I am pleased to have received the 
comments of Diane Elze and Stephen 
Houldsworth regarding my letter 
criticizing the Lewiston Gay 
Masquerade Ball. Their points 
regarding my own homophobia and 
intolerance for the diesel dykes and 
flaming fags are heard. (Some of my best 
friends are flaming fags! Anyway .. ) 
Perhaps my point was not adequately 
made. Such events as the Masquerade 
ball harbor the concept that 
transvestitism and role reversal are the 
key to being gay. Personally, I rejoice at 
being a woman who prefers women and 
have no impulse to become anything like 
men. I know of one gay fellow who has 
no desire to be a queen but was pressured 
to enter a drag contest. I have sadly 
watched women lose their natural 
sensitivity and wonderful softness amid 
the harsh influence of boots and leather. 
Does our society, yes our gay society, 
support the mold that society as a whole 
has fabricated for us? 
My point is to encourage individual-
ity, not to oppose freedom of expression. 
I simple ask for self-examination, for the 
in dividual to arise from the 
groundswells of popularized behaviors, 
to a void overreaction to the social 
taboos, to allow the proud, healthful self 
to emerge as free as possible. 
Editor: 
Yours, yes in unity 
Roberta Hickman 
During the week of May 6th, 18 men 
were arrested for sexual assault, 
indecent exposure and lewdness on 
Pierce Island, a covert meeting place in 
Portsmouth for gay men. In the days 
following the arrests, local and Boston 
papers ran articles on the incident, and 
some even took the liberty to publish the 
names of those charged. Most of this 
coverage was decidedly one sided (With 
the exception of one Globe article, no one 
from the gay community was 
interviewed) and some was blatantly 
sensationalistic. Under the headline 
"Nudist Haven Raided" the Boston 
Herald, for example, dubbed Pierce 
Island a "shoreline sex garden for gays 
and straights." 
Certainly these arrests involve the 
issue of public sex. However, crucial and 
central issues also raised - but ignored 
- by these newspaper reports are the 
media's duty to report news responsibly, 
social attitudes toward gay people in 
general and gay men's behavior in 
Portsmouth (and elsewhere). 
Neither gay men nor some gay . 
guidebook bear responsibility for the 
situation at Pierce Island that led to the 
arrests. Indeed, society's homophobia 
(irrational fear of people expressing 
emotional and sexual preference for 
others of the same sex) in large part 
creates the existence of a Pierce Island 
- and its historical and contemporary 
counterparts nation- and worldwide -
. as a covert meeting place for gay men. 
These places are necessitated by a 
society where gay people are afraid to 
meet each other in 'normal' social 
settings. Any doubts about the 
homophobia in our community can be 
laid to rest by reading the homophobic 
comments of certain Portsmouth 
residents cited in some of the 
aforementioned articles. Said one: 
"(Homosexuals) are in the business of 
immorality." 
When homosexuality is considered 
unacceptable, legally or attitudinally, 
gay men and lesbians fearing society's 
rejection often hide or reject their own 
homosexuality. As sociologist Laud 
Humphries states in his prizewinning 
Tearoom Trade (1970), the people who 
frequent covert public meeting places to 
establish social or sexual contacts are 
primarily married men, men who are 
very closeted (publicly denying or 
hiding their sexuality), or men who do 
not even think of themselves as gay. For 
many such people, meeting in a covert 
public place carries less of a perceived 
stigma than going to a place generally 
recognized as gay. 
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With this profile in mind, can anyone 
be surprised that very few if any of the 18 
men arrested, whose names were 
publicized in some newspapers and 
whose arrests were reported 
simplistically and sensationally to the 
public; choose to fight the charges in 
court? For these men arrest is the 
equivalent of conviction. 
By not discussing the implications of 
these arrests and the reasons for the 
behavior these men were arrested tor, 
the newspapers covering this incident 
failed to report the news evenhandedly, 
did not increase public understanding of 
the issues central to the incident, and 
insensitively, out of ignorance of the 
issues, increased the chances that the 
. arrested men would not pursue their day 
in court. 
We are speaking out because, as the 
saying goes, those who remain silent 
consent. We do not consent to ignorant 
or irresponsible journalism in our 
community. 
Sincerely, 








The rate for classifieds is $4 for 30 
words, 10¢ for each additional word. For 
personals add $2 for handling. All ads 
must be prepaid. Mail ads to Our Paper, 
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104. We 
ask that you not use sexually explicit 
language in your personals. Responses 
to personals will not be opened by Our 
Paper and will be forwarded to you twice 
monthly. 
Free REMDATE listings, Me. to Ca. 
Details free. R.E. Main, 70 Government 
St., Kittery, Me. 03904. Or call Ron, 207-
439-4680 (9 am-5 pm any day). 
HORSEBACK RIDING -I am looki;ng 
for people to ride with. I'm iln 
intermediate rider. Call 780-4090 (w9rk) 
or 871-0251 (home). Penny. Portland 
area. 
28 year old transexual wishes dearly 
to hear from others. I feel alone in this 
area. Wish to correspond. Reply to P.O. 
Box 46, Belfast, Me. 04915. 
Personals lists -meet men everywhere. 
50-word ads, uncensored, say what you 
want, all types, all scenes welcomed! 
Hot, fun. lnfopak w/ nude photos, $3.00: 
Ad-Men, 59 West 10th Street, NYC, 
10011. 
* 
Write! Write! Write! 
by Tom Sumner 
Hello Brothers and Sisters and those 
not fully born into this world. 
As a member of the Our Paper 
collective I get to see first hand the 
articles that come in to be printed and 
also the absence of such. I feel puzzled, 
angry and sad to think there is relatively 
very little response from the gay 
community here in Portland and the 
other places that the paper is 
distributed. I know all of you have 
feelings , attitudes and opinions. My 
question to all of you is: Why aren't you . 
sharing them? 
I'm angry to think that there are so 
many of you that have some valuable 
and useful ideas and thoughts to share 
but for reasons unknown (write about 
them!) you do not. We are very lucky to 
have Our Paper to use as a vehicle for 
expressing ourselves. The paper is 
celebrating it's first birthday in 
September. I think that's terrific, don't 
you? It has succeeded in existing 
financially, emotionally and physically 
along with changes throughout the 
year. But the main concern was and still 
is that it's a source for gay men and 
lesbians to voice their opinions - and 
you don't even need to sign your name! 
That seems pretty.safe to me. 
I get sad knowing that hearts and 
minds get blocked for one reason or 
another. They are so vital and helpful to 
others. 
You might be asking, "Why should I 
write in?", or "What do I have to offer?". 
I think I can best answer those questions 
this way. 
WHO - Any and all of you. We're 
valued and have something to offer. 
WHA,T - Commentaries, letters to the 
editors, announcements , poetry, 
book/ movie/ concert reviews, articles 
on other places ana events that we 
can't cover. 
WHERE· Send to Our Paper, P.O. Box 
10744, Portland, Maine 04104. 
WHEN - To be submitted by deadline 
which is the 10th of each month. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GAYLA VI, Men Together, the sixth 
anp.ual gathering at Ferry Beach 
conference center will be held August 11 · 
18. Gay men will gather to "create, 
discuss, and energize". For information 
on costs, etc. contact John and Norma 
Taylor, Directors, Ferry Beach Park 
Association, 5 Morris Ave., Saco, Me. 
04072, phone 282-4489. 
Maine's newly formed Green Party 
meets next on Sunday, August 26 at 2 
pm at the All Souls Unitarian Chm:ch, 
11 King St., Augusta. The personal need 
not be separate from the political. Come 
help us build a grassroots political party 
that works for all the people and t.he 
earth. We need gay and lesbian input! 
Maine's Best Kept Secret 
• o~r11~ ~~~ 
An Antique and Curio Shop 
96 COIJ~T ~ T. 
TEL. 782-0638 .. AUBURN. ME. 
Mon-Sat 10-5 Sundays 12-5 
WHY - To share ideas, gay pride, to 
add variety to the paper. It's helpful to 
others too! 
HO W - Still your minds and bodies for 
some time and grab spme paper or a 
Shaw's grocery bag and write! Send it 
in to the paper. With or witbout a title, 
with or without a name signed. 
Please take some time to think about 
this. Think about our struggles, past and 
present. Think about how nice a place 
Portland, Maine is to live if you're gay or 
lesbian. Think about life, count your 
blessings, add in the existence of Our 
Paper and go .from there. We welcome 
your thoughts. 
I 'want to share with you a spurt I 
recently had . . . a growth spurt! It 
happened at the memorial service for 
Charlie Howard. I felt sad to be there 
under that condition, but felt wonderful 
about the fact that almost 500 people 
attended. After the service, everyone 
marched up Congress St., 500 souls 
strong, holding candles. At one point 
half the crowd had crossed over 
Congress St. and were headed back 
towards the Unitarian Church, and the 
other half were still marching up, at that 
point both halves could see each other, 
all lit up. There were screams for joy and 
unity and strength. It was the first time I 
let in and felt gay pride!!! I cried then and 
still do when I think about it. I give my 
thanks to God, me and my Brothers and 
Sisters, born and unborn. Take care and 
WRITE! 
PURPOSE 
OUR PAPER is published 
monthly by the OUR PAPER 
Collective, P.O. Box 10744, 
Portland, Maine 04104. The 
purpose of OUR PAPER is to serve 
as a voice for lesbians and gay m.en 
in Maine; We wish the newspaper to 
be a source of information, support 
and affirmation, and a vehicle for 
celebration, by and for members of 
the lesbian and gay men's 
communities. We want the paper to 
reflect our diversity, as well. 
EDITORIAL POLICY 
We will consider for publication any 
material that broadens our understand-
ing of our lifestyles and of each other. 
Views and opinions appearing in the 
paper are those of the authors only. 
All material submitted must be signed 
and include an address and/ or phone 
number, so we can contact the author 
should we need to consider editorial 
revisions. However, within the pages of 
the newspaper, articles can appear 
anonymously, upon request, and strict 
confidentiality will be observed. No 
revisions or rejections of material will 
occur without dialogue with the author. 
We welcome and encourage all our 
readers to submit material for 
publication and share your comments, · 
criticisms and positive feelings with us. 
Remember, OUR PAPER is Your 
Paper!!! DEADLINE for each issue is 
the 10th of the month. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subscriptions are $10 for 12 issues. 
Make checks payable to " OUR 
PAPER." All submissions and 
correspondence should be sent to OUR 
PAPER, P.O. BOX 10744, Portland, 
Maine 04104. 














by The Rev. Barry G. Wood, M.D . 
This May, during the same week, I received two telephone calls requesting that I 
speak to groups of people in my two professions as a gay person. The first call was 
from David Johnson, D.O. with a request that I be the psychiatrist on a panel titled 
"The Approach to the Gay Patient" at the Osteopath's annual state meeting. The 
second was from The Rev. Susan Turley-Moore. She wanted me to be part of a 
morning-long information gathering talk at the annual meeting of the ministers of 
the Swedenborgian Church as part of their process by which they are considering 
the ordination of openly gay people. 
I was relieved to find that Phil Gautreau was to be on the panel with me at the 
Osteopathic meeting. He and I rode to the Samoset together. We were amazed to find 
that we were extremely anxious but were able to be coherent at the meeting. What 
did we experience? We found a room with fifty or sixty people present, all of whom 
had a look of blank medical objectivity. Phil said he was most comfortable 
answering people's questions. I spoke on the issue of homophobia and stressed that 
homophobia was a life-threatening illness. Homophobia kills. I shared .several 
examples of both internalized homophobia (within gays) arid external homophobia 
(within straights). 
The Rev. Garvey MacLean, a last minute substitute panelist, shared his 
understanding of the church's contribution to homophobia and then presented 
several biblical passages with non-homophobic interpretations. 
The question and answer period was frustrating. The first question concerned the 
cause of homosex~ality. It seemed as if the person asking the question could not feel 
c<;>mfort~ble as a physician unless he understoo<;l cause. The panelists attempted to 
direct him to the fact of homosexuality, somewhat successfully. 
"Why do you think they don't let homos in the army?" was the next question. 
Readers must understand that this question was not asked hostilely, but rather with 
a tone of completely innocent ignorance. Somehow this question became the symbol 
for the panelists of the appalling ignorance of the audience. 
While there seemed to be the expected spectrum of acceptance of the validity of gay 
lifestyles, the audience was uniformly ignorant of almost all aspects of gay life. That 
is not surprising, as physicians · receive practically no education about normal 
homosexual life and its varieties in medical school. 
We also realized how much time every self-respecting gay person spends upon 
his/ her education about his/ her sexuality. We felt like a group of 16th Century 
English Professors speaking to a group of illiterate people. We also realized that 
many of these people were willing to learn but that no one had ever spoken to them 
before. I felt like I was the only openly gay physician they had ever seen! 
A harsh reality was presented to us that day, yet not one without hope. For me it 
was a call to do more speaking to professional groups locally and statewide. It 
sho_wed me the terrible effects that closeted professionals have had in not offering 
their knowledge. I found that those present were .interested in listening to me 
because I was a reputable physician. I also found that I , because of my training, 
could speak to this group of physicians in a language which they could understand 
and which could be compassionate about their ignorance. 
The second meeting, that of the Swedenborgians, was overtly a warmer and more 
interested audience .. That may have been occasioned by the fact that, just a few 
years ago, one of their gay seminarians had been murdered in Boston just as he was 
to have given a presentation this same group. 
Gloria l\_!elenski, a. coun~ellor at Boston's Lesbian/ Gay Counselling Center, 
open~ the presentation with her observations about coming out, homophobia, 
parentmg and AIDS gathered from working with over 300 lesbian/ gay clients. Her 
findings included the statement that "Those who come out later in life often possess 
life skills; the price was integrity. Those who come out early have high levels of 
integrity; the price is a lower level of life skills." 
This time, I was a self-identified gay minister. My presentation consisted of 
simply telling my "God and Gay" story using Acts 10:15as a focusing text: "It is not 
for you to call profane what God counts clean." (This statement occurs in a vision 
Peter has of a table covered with non-Kosher food to eat.) 
The clergy were not ignorant. Many were very well-informed. Their questions 
reflected this: "Are there any questions we might ask a gay person applying for 
ordination which would help us in our decision making?" "What new services might 
be required in our .church so that the gay person(s) would feel supported by the 
church community?" "How might we best work to decrease homophobia in our local 
congregations?" 
_While many did not accept the notion of the validity of gay lifestyles, all spoke 
with openness and acceptance ofme as a person and evidenced an almost complete 
willingness to learn about the needs and variety of the gay community. 
I came from these two conferences filled with hope and sadness. I feel hopeful that 
gay people who are self-identified professionals will make an impact and will be 
heard if they are able to overcome their own homophobia and share their experience, 
strength and hope with other professionals. I feel sadness because I realize the 
negative effect upon all people that closeted gays have had as a result of their 
silence. 
Addendum: It would be helpful to me if other professionals would share their 
experience with the author via letters to Our Paper. 
B B E M 
Hair Design for 
Men and Women 
620 Congress Street 
Portland , Me. 04101 207-772-4552 
s· 
Assault: Not a Personal Issue 
By B.J. Aaron 
I recently walked in on a discussion of 
some of the reasons why people do not 
report assaults. It followed the recent 
murder of Charles Howard in Bangor. 
The discussion hit close to home, 
because I am such a person. 
On February evening while walking 
through Portland's "Village Section", I 
was approached by two apparently 
intoxicated men. My intuition told me 
"danger ahead", but I continued 
walking. When we met, one quick, swift 
blow to the stomach was delivered, and 
there was an exchange of words. I 
continued walking, got to my car and 
went home. I spent the next couple of 
days feeling like .I was some type of 
subhuman, vile creature for being gay 
and that this was the type of treatment 
that I could expect to receive from those 
"better than me". I thought "What do 
you expect? You parade about in a gay 
area in town, earring in ear, bandana 
around neck, etc. You deserve what you 
got." It was only the confrontation I 
received from friends that I shared what 
happened with that made me realize 
how ridiculous that thinking was and 
how angry I was. I no longer was willing 
to internalize the "you are not 
acceptable to us" message that I had 
received from those two men. 
I did not officially report the assault 
because it seemed minimal, I felt that I 
had brought it on myself and that it was 
a private matter. i realized now how 
wrong I was, on all counts. No assault on 
our being is minimal. No matter who or 
what we are, it does not give another 
the right to violate us. And assaults are 
not private matters, because when we 
choose to make them such, we allow the 
same to happen to others. It was not only 
I who was struck that February night on 
Spring Street in Portland, Maine. It was 
I, Charlie Howard and individuals 
belonging to any minority group in this 
Country, ptey to the violent efforts to 
suppress by the "majority". To all, my 
regrets and commitment to change. 
The New Women's Collective 
Laura Paldino, Bridgton, Me. 
For the past few months three women 
from Bridgton have been meeting and 
planning and dreaming together. The 
outcome of these meetings is a collective 
for women of all ages in Bridgton and 
the surrounding area. 
The first meeting of the New Women's 
Collective was held in June and the 
response was a positive one. Thirty 
women attended the gathering with 
another twenty or so women expressing 
strong interest but having other 
commitments keeping them from the 
meeting. The Collective focused on 
organizational topics and began to 
determine it's priorities and direction. 
Two reading groups were formed and 
their concern will be to read and discuss 
material . pertinent to women from a 
feminist perspective. 
Barbara Cohen, Eileen Corrigan and 
myself laughingly called ourselves the 
"triumvirate" when we were involved in 
those early planning stages. In reality 
we do not own the Collective, nor do we 
wish to run it. The purpose has been 
simply stated. "The New Women's 
Collective will bring women together to 
recognize their individual and collective 
potential." One of the ways to realize 
this is to have the women involved take 
turns planning future meetings and 
chairing them. Any decisions affecting 
the group will be made by general 
consensus. All who participate in the 
Collective, own the Collective. 
Already slated for the July meeting is 
a film titled "Killing Us Softly" . It is a 
thirty-minute film that addresses the 
effects of advertising on women. There 
will also be an update on the Maine State 
E.R.A. as well as plans for near-future 
fundraising efforts. The August meeting 
will have a Portland lawyer speaking to 
the issues of women's rights and 
working rights. 
I see not only the consciousness-
raising and educational benefits of 
bringing women together. It is my hope 
that by providing an opportunity for 
gathering, new friendships will form, 
the isolation that rural women 
experience will be lessened, and that a 
web of support will ensue, bringing the 
women in this community together. 
Thanks to Agnes and 
the Sunflour Bakery 
Collective - not just for 
the delicious bread, but 
also for delivering Our 
Paper all over the state. 
MAINE'S ONLY PRIVATE GAY CLUB 
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Press Conference-July 11, 1984 
On the Wednesday following Charlie Howard's death, leaders of Portland's gay 
community held a press conference at the Public Safety Building: Statements made 
by author John Preston, GPA co-ordinator ~hil Ga_utreau, Lesbia_n Support Group 
co-ordinator Kim Anderson, and Democratic National Convention delegate Dale 
McCormick are reprinted below. 
Kim Anderson 
Inferior is a label women and gays 
share. Employment often means 
substantially lower wages for women. 
Gays may lose their jobs if their sexual 
orientation is disclosed . Sexual 
harrassment, on the job , is an 
oppression both women and gays are 
forced to deal with . Women and gays are 
subjected to verbal assaults in public, 
that are usually sexual. When the 
assaults are physical, the victims are 
made responsible for the attacks! The 
choice of clothing, the time of day, or 
simply sexual orientation are all 
reasons gays and women experience 
violent assaults. 
Charles Howard proudly enhanced 
his feminine qualities. He immediately 
was vulnerable to anti-gay/ lesbian 
violence. A woman, wearing a dress, 
walks home late at night. She is raped. 
Howard was attacked because of his 
appearance. 
I'm sick and tired of having to: not 
walk down certain streets at particular 
times of the day, keep a low profile of my 
identity and safely selecting clothes. I 
don't have choices! I'm going to work 
within the gay community toward 
effective measures to ensure our 
freedom. Freedom to be our individual 
selves. Our country was founded on the 
principle of freedom for all people to be 
themselves and to freely express their 
beliefs. A select few will not usher me 
back into the closet! I'M PROUD TO BE 
A LESBIAN! 
Dale McCormick 
The headline in Yesterday's paper 
read "HOMOSEXUALITY CALLED 
MOTIVE". But homosexuality is not a 
motive; hatred and bigotry is. Violence 
against gay men and lesbians can occur 
in a society which allows bigotry to exist 
unch allenged. If the Community doesn 't 
raise its voice against prejudice, it 
condones it . . We have asked the State 
Legislature four times to take a stand on 
discrimin ation against gay and lesbian 
people. Does it take a murder to make the 
State of Maine see that we too need equal 
protection under the law? 
John Preston 
There have been some insidious·speculations that somehow Charles 0 . Howard 
may have invited his own murder, Any attempt to blame the victim of this 
outrageous crime must be instantly dismissed. 
To wear an earring on the street does not justify execution. 
To appear to be less than perfectly masculine does not rationalize killing. 
To walk a city's streets in the evening is not a reason for assassination. 
But that is all Howard had done - to appear effeminate, to wear an earring, to 
walk a city's streets. For these simple reasons the police tell us he was chased 
through Bangor, kicked, beaten and then thrown into a river as he pleaded with his 
assailants that he could not swim. 
The event did not happen in a vacuum. I wonder if the young men allegedly 
involved had heard members of the state legislature as they stood in the house and 
the senate and described gay men and lesbians as less than human. 
I wonder if they went to church services where religious leaders dismissed the very 
humanity of gay men and lesbians. 
I wonder if they knew that the most basic human rights - to rent an apartment, to 
hold a job, to live in safety - have too often been denied to gay men and lesbians? 
I wonder who told them it was all right to kill a gay man? 
We must judge our society by the most essential standard of civilization - is 
human life protected? The murder of Charles Howard makes us question just what is 
the status of human life in Maine? Is it expendable at the whim of a street gang? Is it 
adequately protected by our police forces? Do our laws have sufficient strength to 
insure citizens of Maine our right to the preservation of our lives? 
If a gay man can be so thoughtlessly killed in a public place, who is safe? Do we 
have a sliding scale to the importance of human life? Is it less horrible if a gay man is 
killed than another person? If so, then our society is rotten. 
While we here in Portland are more than usually secure, we must always 
remember that we are the exception to the rule too often found outside this city. This 
cruel and horrible act must remind our gay community that our privileges are just 
that - exceptions. They are fragile, they must be constantly guarded and defended. 
If there had ever been a doubt for the need of a statewide gay rights bill, if anyone 
before thought that requests for this extension of basic human rights legislation was 
trivial - the memory of Charles Howard reminds us all that there is hatred toward 
·us. We must not forget that our rights - even the most fundamental - can be 
snatched away by bigots. 
The crime committed against Howard must become a part of the gay men and 
lesbians of Maine.We must realize that if we do not insist upon our own dignity, if we 
don't demand equal protection under the law, ifwe don't prosecute when our rights 
are transgressed, then we are inviting the same fate ourselves. 
Charles Howard should not have died at the age of 23. This young man, who we 
are told was a compassionate and tender soul, should never have been murdered. 
The only greater crime would be if we allow his death to go unnoticed, if we all don't 
commit ourselves to his memory. 
Gay rights are not trivial when they mean the preservation of human life. Gay 
rights are not to be dismissed when they support the dignity of human exis~ence. 
We must all call on our political leaders to stand up and be counted. Immediately, 
the Attorney General's office must call for the prosecution of the alleged murderers 
as adults. If they ha ve committed the crime as reported, they have acted as adults , 
they should not receive the protection of juveniles. A message must be sent out to all 
other people in the state: This will not be tolerated. · 
But this event did not happen in a vacuum and the response to it must not either. 
Every state official, educator, religious leader, member of the media and anyone else 
involved in shaping the image of humanity that we hold must come to grips with the 
ways that homophobia - the blind hatred of gay men and lesbians -permeates our 
society. 
And we - gay men and lesbians - must begin to more adamantly insist on these 
essential values, these moral imperatives: We must not hide, refusing to risk 
involvement by not reporting crimes against us or refusing to allow the state's 
leaders ~o forget just how much a part of society we are. 
Too many people were involved in Charles Howard's death . Let's hope just as 
many people will become involved in his lasting memory. 
OUR BOOKS 








.. Almost one m ten Iest:nans and gay 
men surveyed had been assaulted or 
wounded with a weapon. Two in ten had 
been punched, hit, kicked or beaten. 
Four in ten had been threatened with 
violence. More than eight in ten knew 
other gay and lesbian people who had 
been victimized, and more than nine in 
ten had been verbally harassed. Simply 
for being lesbian or gay." 
These statistics are just· a part of the 
chilling response the National Gay Task 
Force Violence Project received this year 
in its ground breaking survey of anti-
gay and lesbian violence in cities across 
the country. This violence survey was 
the first of its kind on a national level, 
and it confirms in plain numbers what 
many of us have known for a long time: 
To be gay or lesbian in America means 
to live in the shadow of violence. Here in 
Maine, we are by no means immune to 
the problem. 
" Shocked," "outraged," " angry," 
"fearful." These were the terms used by 
the media to describe my reactions as a 
gay man to the recent events which 
happened this weekend in Bangor. On 
Saturday evening, July 7th, as Charlie 
Howard and a friend walked down State 
Street in Bangor, a group of three youn g 
men allegedly beat and kicked and 
finally threw Charlie over a bridge and 
into the Kenduskeag Stream where he 
died. It appears the motive for this 
violence against Charlie was that 
Charlie was a gay man. I too am gay. 
And I am shocked, I am outraged, I am 
angry and I am fearful of these actions 
of anti-gay violence directed at my gay 
brother, Charlie Howard. ~ 
I believe the lesbian and gay 
community of Maine is an oppressed 
group who should share my strong 
reactions to this violence against a 
human being. It is for this reason, this 
sense of shared oppression, that I am 
challenging more people in the gay 
community to come forward and talk 
about violence. The violence that is 
directed to you simply for being lesbian 
or gay. _ 
Luckily, lesbians and gay men now 
have a place to go to report this violence, 
a place where they can go to shed the 
silence about being a bus ed by 
homophobic individuals. That place is 
the Gay People's Alliance in Portland. 
The staff is prepared to offer support 
services and to documen t these 
· incidents of anti-gay violence. The GPA . 
office is working with the National Gay 
Task Force Violence Project to assist in 
documenting the types of violence and 
harassment we routinely face. 
The information compiled from these 
gays and lesbians will present - in 
hard cold figures - the numbers of us 
who have suffered. It will demonstrate 
that violence against gay people is 
bigotry, plain and simple. And in so 
doing, it helps us, as gay men and 
lesbians, in our efforts to make the 
criminal justice system, human service 
agencies, law enforcement agencies, 
p ub lic officia l s, a nd the ga y 
communities themselves to respond to 
this problem. 
I call on the Community at large to 
make it clear in your homes, in your 
churches, in the J aycees, on the high 
seas, in the unions, on the manageme~t 
team or the softball team that you will 
not stand for violence and bigotry. That 
you will teach our children that violence 
against anyone is violence against 
everyone. 
GAY, LESBIAN, FEMINIST BOOKS 
It is clear that the data from these 
surveys is one of our most powerful tools 
for obtaining gay rights protections, by 
proving that discrimination exists. It is 
clear that it is thi& type of work that is 
needed to prevent acts of violence, such 
as those against Charlie Howard, from 
happening again; and I know the 
lesbian and gay community will 
respond in this effort to fight for our 
lives. 
Now 1n stock: 
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TORCH SONG TRILOGY 
& BETWEEN FRIENDS 
GRIEVING FOR CHARLIE: A 
~JOURNAL OF LIFE IN BANGOR continued from page 1!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
,f candles. Richard Forcier, the good release' in much of this. And there was 
ninister of the Unitarian Church, was real rage and frustration in some, like a 
;o provide structure for the meeting, and, woman who spoke Monday night, who 
for the rest, people made their own had heard a referrence at work that de.y 
plans. to "faggots," and who had felt 
It was called, variously, a Vigil, a constrained and had not been able to 
Solidarity Meeting, a Memorial Service, answer. 
. a Protest, a Rally. At 7:30 I arrived to The phone rang Tuesday afternoon 
find two television crews photographing after I got home from work. A friend 
the entrance of the church, and a stocky suggested we look into starting a Gay 
lesbian, tears streaming down her face, Bar. At 4:15, another friend called to 
being interviewed. The church filled - suggest we form a committee to look into 
there were more of us than the papers homophobia where we both work. 
said - everybody wearing the lavender Shortly afterwards, two women arrived 
ribbons. We were there in all our variety - we had marched in the Gay Pride 
-someinleather,manyinjeans,agood march m Hoston together and are 
sprinkling of plaid shirts, one, maybe members of the same self-help group, 
two, skirts, some coats and ties, earrings and I find we are forming a bond of real 
on all the appropriate ears. And all the love among us - and stayed to supper 
lavender . ribbons. And· there . were and then to take me to a meeting. We 
straights too: couples and people with talked of what there was to do and began 
children. ' . to make a list. The.activity itself was 
lie used to say, "I am what I am", and 
we all had a kind of wondering 
admiration for someone who could s_o 
gutsily be what he was. 
There was an open mike, and people 
came up from the audience to 
memorialize Charlie. I read some poems 
by Shakespeare. Another man, a mime 
whose face - intense rouna eyes, high . 
cheekbones and a sensual mouth - was 
as expressive as any voice, danced for 
Charlie. There was some music. A friend 
read a letter he had written to the 
Bangor Daily News - a very angry 
- accusatory letter - and several spoke of 
their grief in quiet voices. One lesbian, 
her blond hair alive with the energy of 
her charges, laid Charlie's death at the 
feet of religious groups and mental 
health practitioners and others who 
have preached or taught that 
homosexuality is sinful or sick. "The 
blood is on their hands!' she cried to 
stormy applause. At the end, before we 
left the church, we stood in a giant circle 
and sang, "We are a gentle, angry 
people," words which suggested the 
difficulty af our feelings during these 
days, for much of what we felt, in 
Charlie's death, 'was a gentle but 
profound hurt, almost mortal. And our 
need to minister to our own wound did 
not consort well with a feeling which 
was equally prevailing: We were angry 
as hell and many of us were ready to 
fight. 
I was deeply moved, walking down 
Main Street afterwards, shielding my 
candle in the wind, to see the line of us 
gays, and lesbians and straights, 
carrying candles, adorned with our 
lavender ribbons, stretching in front of 
me all the way down the hill to State 
· Street and behind me to Union Street. I 
left my candle, burning, on the railing of 
the Kenduskeag bridge where Charlie 
had died .. 
soothing and distracting. There was 
always the knowledge that, if one 
stopped working for a moment, one's 
memories of Charlie would come 
crowding back in, and the tears would 
start again. I wished then that I had told 
him how lovely he looked, his hair, his 
earring. My memory of Tuesday is of 
tears, just under the surface, waiting to 
flow. The sense of the immediate loss of 
Charlie, began, on Tuesday, to melt into 
another grief, my memories of all the 
hurt I had felt, growing up, aware that I 
was different, that l did not conform to 
the pattern of the American ma\e. I had 
imagined insults even when they had 
not been there, and had feared insults 
before they had happened, and Charlie's 
death had brought all that back. I 
remembered the time, when I was at 
summer camp. It was night. the lights 
were out, and the boys in the cabin were 
talking. One of them said I was "queer." 
I had never allowed myself, in the thirty 
- years since then, to feel how much that 
had hurt. 
It was sometimes a shock to discover, 
during these days, that there could be 
other emotions tlian grief, or that grief 
could be felt for anything but Charlie. 
Tonight, as three of us got out of my car 
in the parking lot of the senior citizens 
center in Orono, we saw, coming toward 
us, a woman we love, her arms stretched 
out toward us in the classic gesture of 
grief and supplication. The two women 
with me held her and patted her back 
while I stood awkwardly by. Her long 
relationship with her lover - which had 
begun to crumble weeks or months 
earlier - had finally broken open. "It's 
over," she said, sobbing. "It's finally 
over." 
Others who had been closeted for all 
their professional lives began to come 
out to ~mployers and to friends, and, 
everytime the phone rang, there was a 
new story, breathlessly told, of what had 
happened. 
TUESDAY 
A friend said that Tuesday was a day 
for coming out. We all came out, it 
seemed, and were perceptibly more 
flamboyant than we had been when 
Charlie was alive to carry the banner for 
us. Now it was up to us, and, in response, 
the lavender ribbons from last night 
reappeared, bedraggled, pinned to t-
shirts, tied in hair, among the pink 
triangles and the buttons from gay 
events. There were meetings of various 
organizations Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday at which half th o~e 
attending were gay and wore pink 
triangles. A woman spoke at a meeting 
on Monday night and came out, for the 
first time. Others who had been closeted 
for all their professional lives began to 
come out to employers and to friends , 
and, everytime the phone rang, there 
was a new story, breathlessly told, of 
what had happened. There was joy and 
Ten of us came over to my place that 
night. We talked and watched the news. 
Early that day Channel Two had 
interviewed seven gay and lesbian 
people, and now we watched them -
some of us were watching ourselves -
answering the questions which by now 
had become familiar to us: Why was 
Charlie so hated? Is this an isolated 
instance of homophobia? Is Bangor an 
especially bad place for gays? What is it 
like for you here? 
My car seems to be full everytime I get· 
into it , going to meetings in the 
evenings, coming home from work, 
going out to Dunkin Donuts for talk. I 
seem surrounded by people wearing 
pink triangles. And we go from full cars 
to full apartments - our places in the 
basement or on the third floor or in the 
back of Bangor's old buildings expand 
for us. None of us is willing to be alone, 
and the dominant odor is sweat in these 
warm muggy nights. We sit, five and six 
on a sofa, feeling the damp sweat of each 
other's bodies, our arms across the sofa 
back, hands circling a friend's neck, 
talking it out. 
called from London, and, in the long 
silences on the other end, while I 
unfolded the whole awful tale, I began to 
hear her tears. The news, it seems, 
We were led to the grave by Charlie's 
mother, an attractive woman in middle 
age wearing a summer dress and beads, 
who leaned upon the arm of her 
surviving son: a Staff Sergeant in the 
United States Army, who wore reflecting 
sunglasses which prevented you from 
seeing his eyes. 
We talked out the fear: the fear that the 
paper would not deal honestly with us, 
that the police would not seek for 
Charlie's murderers. We talked 
endlessly abou~ these fears Sunday and 
Sunday night, and then Monday, when 
it was announced that the three boys 
had been apprehended, we talked of our 
fears that they would be allowed to plea 
bargain their way to a short s'entence, 
and we talked of our fears that we were 
unsafe on the streets, since the boys had 
been released in their parents' 
recognisance. Everyone came forward 
with instances of police harrassment, of 
official intimidation, of queer bashing 
on this or that street that was not 
reported. 
Much of the talk was nostalgic: How 
lovely it had been to have known 
Charlie. We marvelled that in such a 
short time he could have had such an 
impact on all of us. Some of us, and I was 
among them, made new friends. I met 
gays who have lived in Bangor for years 
but who don't attend the meetings of any 
organization and therefore are 
relatively closeted. These people will oe 
part _of a network in the weeks and. 
months to come, I think. 
I also have made contacts of a more 
personal nature. There was a man, 
Monday night at the march, in a black 
leather vest, and he was at the meeting 
Tuesday, too. We talked some about 
Charlie, some about ourselve_s. We 
began to form a friendsh!J>. 
touched everyone alike. A - kind of 
speechless horror followed, for the lucky 
ones, by the tears. Some of my friends, 
still tearless on Wednesday, tell me that 
they feel dead. 
In the afternoon, there were half a 
dozen calls to my apartment: a young 
man was missing. He had been staying 
with me since Charlie died, frightened of 
staying alone in his apartment in 
Bangor. He had left my place after I had, 
sometime around noon, and had been 
expected at a friend's around one. At 
two, they began to call. We feared - we 
had been apprehensive all week that 
there would be a reprise of the violence -
that something had happened to him. 
Since Sunday, we had made certain that 
our friends did not go out alone at night, 
and we had kept in touch with one 
another by phone. They called again 
and again. Then I began to call. We were 
hardly reassured, when he turned up at 
eight that night, to discover that he had 
· gotten lost and had gone to Old Town by 
mistake. 
We were in Bangor again that night, 
watching the news. By today, people 
had begun to think ahead to the meeting 
which was already planned for Monday. 
The politicization of the community was 
taking place, with people agreeing on 
the need to have a team of observers 
monitor the lel!al oroceedings as they 
unfolded. Others mentioned a memorial 
fund, and the idea of a club or bar was 
discussed. We spoke of the need for more 
Getting dressed, I put on my pink 
triangle and a button that said "I love 
sober gay men" and I found an ivory 
bracelet a friend had given me. I wanted 
to be more like Charlie, not less. 
WEDNESDAY 
A straight friend called and asked ifl 
had known Charlie. He had been 
thinking of me all week, he said. He 
spoke of how awful it was, of how much I 
must be grieving. He said he understood 
my anger. No other straight friend has 
reached out like that to me, and I was 
moved by that. 
The Bangor Daily News - a paper 
most of us had quit reading years ago -
suddenly has become the principal 
document of our lives. It now tells us 
what they think of us, and we have a 
kind of dread fascination with what 
they are printing. The News called 
· Charlie, "Gentle Charlie", and we began 
to think of him that way, even while we 
remembered his courage, and the fear 
and anger-in-advance which a lot of us 
had felt Sunday afternoon, fearing the 
BDN would whitewash this whole awful 
thing, began to melt into a growing 
realization that the gays and lesbians 
here on the Penobscot were not the only 
ones who felt outraged and profoundly 
insulted by those boys who (allegedly) 
murdered our friepd. By Wednesday 
morning's edition of The Bangor Daily 
News, in which there was a front page 
article interviewing two area 
psychologists on the profound hostility 
of the straight community to the gay 
one, we began to feel almost as if we 
could trust the News. 
I photocopied the articles as they came 
out and mailed them to friends around 
the country and to family and friends in 
London. Some of these people had called 
me for no particular reason, and I had 
broken in on the conversation to pour 
out my grief and my anger. My daughter 
support groups - for gay fathers, 
lesbian mothers, for those just coming 
out. And we wanted, most important of 
all, a Gay Rights Bill. In much of this, we 
felt politically naive and recognized that 
- we needed help from Portland and from 
NGTF. 
I had looked for the man with the 
black vest tonight at the meeting, but I 
was disappointed, because he was 
nowhere to be seen. 
THURSDAY 
Three of us - one of the women who 
had supper with me on Tuesday night, a 
lesbian feminist, the young man who 
had been with Charlie the night he was 
murdered, and I - sat in the third row of 
the parlor of the funeral home in Kittery. 
It was ten o'clock, 1md the funeral was 
about to begin. We had left Bangor at six 
and had driven down in the heat of a 
closed car, talking about Charlie, 
making plans. There were, in the parlor 
with us, perhaps fifteen other people: 
three gay men from Bangor, a 
heterosexual couple, a ·single man of 
indeterminate sexual preference, and 
some other men and women who seemed 
vaguely upmarket and out of place. We 
found out later, from their pads and 
pencils, that they were the press. In 
another room were Charlie's family. I 
had the sense that things had been 
arranged so that the family and the 
straight friends sat in one room, and we 
and the press were in the other. Charlie 
was in our room, however. 
But it was a Charlie like none we had 
ever seen. The heavy, mantan makeup 
continued on pa,ge 8 
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Our People: 
Old Recollections ·and New Ventures 
by Fred Berger 
Geri Coughlin and Shelley Cohen are 
a Portland couple who operate New 
Venture, a store selling "fi~ used 
furniture" at 235 Congress St. at the foot 
of Munjoy Hill. 
Fred: How did the two of you meet? 
Geri: We met in ~fadison, Wisonsin. 
Shelley was working · a Little Professor 
Bookstore that was right across from the 
University of Wisconsin. I applied for a 
job there - and got the job. 
Shelley: Five years ago. You almost 
didn't get the job and that would have 
been a real problem. 
Fred: Were you doing the hiring, 
Shelley? 
Shelley: No I was just another clerk 
there. The woman who was doing the 
hiring had decided to hire someone else 
and then he didn't show on the first day 
so she called Geri who was the second 
choice. 
Geri: At first I had no idea that 
Shelley was interested in me. 
Shelley: And then you got your hair 
cut ... 
Geri: That's right. And then I got my 
hair cut short ... and then we knew. 
Shelley: That and all the women who 
kept coming in asking, "Is Geri here? Is 
_ Geri here?" 
Fred: When I think of Madison I 
think of a real political community and a 
real active gay community. What kinds 
of things were you involved in there? 
Shelley: I think that's true. Madison 
is a haven for non-profit organizations 
with some kind of a social 
consciousness. You've got more groups 
there than I've seen anywhere. For any 
kind of cause you can imagine, there's 
an organization there. When I worked at 
the bookstore I started volunteering for 
a group called Lesbian Center. We 
started doing coffeehouses - that was 
our main focus. As a result of doing that. 
volunteering I met with people running 
an organization called The United 
which was a lesbian and 'gay 
organization and I ended up being their 
program coordinator for about a year. In 
that time we developed a project called 
the United Health C~re Project which 
was essentially a gay and lesbian 
patient advocacy program. We went into 
hospitals - we received city money to dci 
this - and gave training sessions and 
seminars to nurses and doctors in the 
large University hospitals and the 
private hospitals around the city. We 
talked · about what's different for 
lesbians and gay men in their health 
care including the social ramifications. 
We had documentation of how lesbians 
had kind of been discriminated against 
in terms of their health care - nurses 
not wanting to touch them, being afraid 
to touch them. We did a lot of educating 
about power of attorney to the gay and 
" lesbian community, recommending 
that people in relationships get power of 
attorney for one another so that, for 
example, in the case of an emergency the 
other person could okay treatment. At 
the same time we talked to the hospitals 
so that they would recognize the power · 
of attorney as a valid document. 
Fred: This was before AIDS wasn't 
it? • 
Shelley: This was when AIDS was 
being talked about if you were reading 
the right journals. There was a gay 
doctor who was working with us. He was 
talking about AIDS before anybody else 
was talking about it. The impetus for the 
program was essentially some horror 
stories that had come to the attention of 
the United. 
Fred: That project indicates to me a 
real sophistication on the part of the gay 
community. You were not dealing with 
the most obvious issues - as if you'd 
already dealt with those and were 
beyond them. 
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Shelley: To a certain extent that was 
true. Just at the time that I was leaving, 
however, they were just putting together 
a violence hotline. Meetings were going 
on with the local police department to 
get their support and protection. A lot of 
consciousness raising had been done 
because Madison is a very progressive 
academic oriented town - not at all blue 
collar, very white collar. So you've got a 
different set of values going for you. 
Fred: So Geri you weren't quite as 
involved in these kind of things. 
Geri: No I wasn't . 
Shelley: Guilty by association. 
Fred: What was the impetus to move 
to Portland? 
Geri: I can't remember how many 
years I had been away from New 
England. I had lived in the Southwest, 
and then the Midwest and I knew it was 
time for me to come back to New 
England. 
Myles (from the kitchen): Comment 
on activism in Portland. 
Geri: From my own outsider point of 
view it doesn't seem to be that different, 
frankly . In Madison you had a much 
larger overall population and a much 
larger gay population but still you had a 
very small core of really active people. 
However, if you had demonstrations 
people really turned out in force. You 
know like when we did "Windows" and 
"Cruising" and all the shit moves that 
came out at that time. You know, we're 
talking about the dead of winter -we're 
talking 30 below - we h'ad people out 
there on the streets for three days in a 
row. I really don't buy that they're that 
much advanced. 
Shelley: The thing in Madison that 
bothered me that you don't really get 
here is . . . because there were so many 
causes, everybody had their cause this 
week and then next week you went on to 
Geri: That was one of the nice things 
that we found here. I like to dance and I 
noticed that here, at the Underground, 
the men and women seemed to get along 
fine, whereas in Madison . .. 
Shelley: There was the women's bar 
and the men's bar and one bar had 
different floors. One floor . would be 
mostly men, and one floor would be 
mostly women and one floor would be 
mixed. 
Fred: The one in the middle? 
Shelley: No, the top one. Then there 
was the issue of men working in the 
women's bar restaurant. Everything 
was an issue. 
Fred: Well we have some of that here. 
Geri: The thing is when you make 
everything an issue, then the real issues 
get obscured. Here when you have a 
major incident like "New Bedford 
Night", I call that a major issue. But if 
there's a woman bartender working at 
the Underground, that's not a big deal. 
"In Madison I had gotten in this position 
where I was so 'out' that I was burned 
Fred: Sounds like Madison must have 
coined the term "politically correct". 
Geri: Well that's where we first heard 
it - "PC" and "PI". 
_ out from all my political activity and 
exposure. I had done TV spots and radio 
spots and all that stuff and it was real 
hard to be anonymous." 
Fred: So . .. how did you get into your 
store, New Venture? 
Shelley: When we moved here we 
came with very little furniture. We had 
gotten rid of almost everything we 
owned in the furniture line, partially to 
raise funds to get here and also because 
we decided that what we had didn't 
merit the move and we would just leave 
it behind. When we started looking 
around for furniture we really just 
settled - we just bought whatever was 
cheap. We began thinking that there has 
to be furniture around that we would like 
and where is it? We weren't interested in 
antiques nor ·did we have the money for 
them. And we didn't have a car, so we 
didn't have access to a lot of the used 
furniture stores outside the city. 
Fred: You were from Connecticut 
originally. 
Geri: Yes. I knew I was going to live in 
Maine for, now, the last fifteen years, 
but it never worked out. Then three years 
ago we just came. Actually, the story is . . 
. We went to Boston and were looking 
around to live around the Boston area. 
We looked at a few towns around Cape 
Ann and North Shore Boston. Then, by 
a strange set of coincidences we ended 
up going to Ireland. While we were in 
Ireland we met this woman at a youth 
hostel - she was the only other woman 
there - and she was in the Coast Guard 
in Portland/ South Portland. She was 
saying how that was the place she liked 
the best. When we heard that we said, 
"But of course. That's where we're 
supposed to move. When· we came back 
from Ireland, we came right here. 
Fred: Do you see any similarities 
between Portland and Madison? 
Geri: Physically Madison is a very 
beautiful and aesthetically pleasing 
place to live - for a city. It's surrounded 
by lakes. There's lots of parkland. It's a 
very beautiful city. And Portland is too. 
Fred: What about the communities. Is 
the Portland gay community at a 
different stage of development? 
Geri: As far as people being more 
advanced there, I don't think that's true. 
But they are a lot more vocal about 
things. I don't think it's any greater 
level of sophistication. I just think that 
people shoot off their mouths a lot more. 
Fred: Shelley, why haven't you 
continued to be real politically involved 
here? 
Shelley: In Madison I had gotten in 
this position where I was so "out" that I 
was burned out from all my political 
activity and exposure. I had done TV 
spots and radio spots and all that stuff 
and it was real hard to be anonymous. I 
just couldn't be, and I got kind of tired of 
it. There was really no way to stop being 
that contact person that everybody calls 
without leaving. That's not to say I was 
pushed out. That's not the case. It was a 
decision that I had had enough of that 
political atmosphere and activity. I 
found in Portland that it would have 
been very easy to have slipped right into 
that same role and that was scary to me. 
I feel like I achieved everything I could 
achieve personally while I was in 
Madison and haven'.t really felt the need 
here to be involved on that level. 
another cause. And then that potluck 
looked better than that one so you went 
to that one. A lot of it was 
bandwagoning. That set a tone for the 
kh1d of relationships you could build. 
They had to be political associations. 
You saw your friends at a potluck on 
Friday night, on Sunday night and 
maybe one day during the week. And 
those were your friends. They weren't 
deep friendships, they were political 
associations. 
Geri: I'll take another pot shot at that. 
I think there was a lot of social activist 
elitism that was rampant in the lesbian 
community. The example that I use is 
the Jewish lesbian community where, if 
you weren't Jewish, you were not only 
not invited to events, you were not 
allowed at events. That was a real 
divisive tactic. 
Myles: What about lesbian and male 
separatism? 
Geri: That was a big issue. 
Shelley: There was a lot of 
separatism. That was very politically 
correct at the time. 
Combined with that, we would always 
walk up and down the Hill and see this 
one empty storefront on Congress Street 
and say, "Someday we're going to have 
a shop in there." It took us about three or 
four months to decide what sort of shop. 
We put it toge'ther with our trying to find 
furniture and the more we talked about it 
the more interested we got in actually 
pursuing it. When we actually started 
the business, we didn't have a car, we'd 
never been to an auction, and we really 
knew very little about what we were 
getting into. But we had the interest and 
the motivation .and it turned out that we 
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do like it. Once we decided to do it, it was 
actually only six weeks between the day 
we decided and the day we opened up our 
doors. 
Geri: We started with regular used 
furniture and then after six or eight 
months we started developing more of 
an eye for things and we decided that 
what we wanted to do was make a 
distinction between "used furniture" -
which a lot of people consider junk -
and "fine used furniture" which we 
consider furniture that has some merit 
stylistically, design wise, and we 
wanted things in excellent condition but 
not that you would have to pay antique 
prices for. Although, what we found is 
that we're up against the antique dealers 
a lot of times for the stuff that we're 
buying. The things that we'll put in our 
Shelley: Sure, but we're buying and 
selling for people just like ourselves -
people in their late twenties and early 
thirties. We're buying what we like and 
can in turn sell to like-minded people. 
That's something that has developed in 
time. We had no idea that would be the 
spot that we would take in the overall 
used furniture business for the city of 
Portland. 
Fred: Are there many women in your 
line of business? 
Shelley: We are pretty much the only 
women in our age range. It's mostly men 
in their fifties and up. 
Fred: Have you been well accepted? 
Geri: We're just now being accepted 
by most dealers and auctioneers after 
we've been in the business for 21/2 years, 
although certain dealers and 
We have a different p .erspective on 
buying. We're willing to take a chance 
and bid on the unusual piece of furniture 
that everyone else laughs at because they 
don't appreciate it." 
store, like a Duncan Phyfe style dining 
table; and call fine used furniture the 
antique dealers will call antiques. The 
difference is the customer will pay 
eighty-five to one hundred dollars more 
at an antique store. I feel like our 
description is a more honest one and 
that's one of the things that's been a 
guiding principal for us in the business. 
We try to have good quality 
merchandise at a reasonable price. 
Fred: You seem to be very in tune with 
trends, for example the current interest, 
particularly among young people, in Art 
Deco and 40's stuff. Is is your intention 
to specialize? 
auctioneers did accept us and treat us as 
serious business people immediately. 
It's difficult to say whether it's because 
we are women or whether it's part of the 
Maine character or whether it's just due 
to individual personality differences. 
Some dealers thought that we 
wouldn't last three months. I think 
many are surprised that we're still in the 
business. We've seen many other second 
hand dealers come and go in the last two 
and one half years. As a group the 
antiques and second hand people are an 
eccentric bunch and I think we fit into 
that group pretty well - in our own 
unique way of course. 
"There are a lot of gay owned businesses 
in Portland. I would like to encourage 
other people in the community if they are 
thinking about a business ... don't wait, 
do it." 
Shelley: Most of the dealers buying 
used furniture or antiques at the 
auctions we go to are of our parents' 
generation . They like the more 
traditional styles, whereas we're buying 
the less traditional styles which have 
more of a design element to them - the 
Art Deco, Depression and 40's stuff. We 
have a different perspective on buying. 
We're willing to take a chance and bid on 
the unusual piece of furniture that 
everyone else laughs at because they 
don't appreciate it. Rather than a 
traditional mahogany bureau, for 
example, we are buying veneered 
waterfall which we find more exciting. 
Geri: Well we have had the 
mahogany bureaus .. . 
Fred: I've noticed in visiting your 
store that you seem to have a good 
relationship with the people in the 
neighborhood, particularly the kids. 
Geri: We 'v e always treated 
everybody, including kids, the way we 
want to be treated. We've never had any 
problems with kids . Kids can 
understand that, and respond to that. 
Shelley: We show them a certain 
amount of respect and they give it right 
back to us. We've had kids sitting on the 
furniture that we have right out on the 
sidewalk. We keep an eye on them 
because we don't want the chocolate ice 
cream cone on the upholstered chair, but 
we just ask them to be careful or to move 
on until they finish their ice cream. 
~~ 
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Because we don't go out there screaming 
like maniacs at them, they respond. 
Fred: Are you "out" with these kids? 
Shelley: We just are who we are with 
them. There's a couple of kids in the 
neighborhood who have been kind of 
inquisitive and we answer their 
questions pretty openly, not vaguely. 
And they're careful about the questions 
they ask, too, because they only want to 
know so much. It's touchy to them. We're 
as out to them as they want us to be. If 
they asked more probing questions, 
they'd get the answers. 
Fred: Is Portland a good place for a 
small business? 
Geri: Portland is still a really good 
place for people to have small 
businesses. Especially for women it's a 
good place because it's a place where you 
don't need a lot of start-up capital. 
Shelley: There's the opportunity to 
get a decent rent here. The economy of 
Maine in general is based on small 
businesses. 
Geri: There are a lot of gay owned 
businesses in Portland. I would like to 
encourage other people in the 
community if they are thinking about a 
business . .. don't wait, do it. I feel that 
Portland is a good business 
environment now. I really do. Plus 
there's been all kinds of side effects that 
we never expected like meeting lots of 
really neat people. Now it's a major 
factor for staying in business. It's that 
important to us. 
We feel like we're offering a service. 
We're trying to keep our stuff in a range 
where people of very moderate incomes 
can afford to buy. That's a really 
important part of what we're doing. 
We're doing the business with a social 
and even a spiritual consciousness. 
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NG TF Anti-Gay /Lesbian Viole nee Survey ~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
From NGTF 
Violence against lesbians and gay 
men is widespread in America , 
according to a survey released today by 
the National Gay Task Force. Results of 
the study, . which was conducted in 
cooperation with local gay / lesbian 
organizations in eight U.S. cities in June 
and July 1983, show that of nearly 2,100 
lesbian and gay people surveyed, more 
. than 90% said they experienced some 
I
I type of victimization because of their 
sexual orientation. 
The release of the NGTF Violence 
Project survey results comes several 
days before the Democratic National 
Convention is expected to approve a 
platform pledging to "address , 
document, and end" violence against 
"women, ethnic, racial and religious 
minorities, and gay men and lesbians." 
" This study confirms in plain 
numbers what many in our community 
have long understood," said NGTF 
Executive Director Virginia M. Apuzzo. 
"To be gay or lesbian in America is to 
live in the shadow of violence." 
Among the highlights of the NGTF 
report were: 
-Ureater than one in five males and 
nearly one in ten females said they had 
been punched, hit, kicked or beaten · 
because they are gay or lesbian, and 
approximately the same ratios had 
suffered some form of police abuse. 
-Approximately one-third of 
respondents stated they had been 
verbally abused by relatives because of 
their sexual orientation, and more than 
seven percent reported having been 
physically abused as well. 
-One-fifth of the females and nearly 
half of the males surveyed said they had 
been harassed, threatened or physically 
attacked in high school or junior high 
school because they were perceived to be 
., lesbian or gay. 
-Almost half the males surveyed and 
more than one-third of the females had 
been threatened with physical violence 
because of their sexual orientation. 
- Almost one-quarter of respondents 
said they had objects thrown at them 
because they are lesbian or gay, and 
more than a third had been chased or 
followed. 
- More than 90 percent of males and 
75 percent of females had been verbally 
harassed because of their sexual 
orientation. 
Anti-gay/ lesbian violence clearly 
affects the attitudes and behavior of 
those surveyed: more than four in five 
respondents said they believe they 
might be victimized at some time in the 
future because of . their sexual 
orientation, and most (64%) agreed that 
anti-gay/ lesbian violence is prevalent 
enough to cause them to fear for their 
Community continued rrom page 1 
to Congress Square. As we realized our 
numbers we became bolder, cheering, 
shouting, and singing. The Friels 
followed us, hurling abuse, - and the 
police followed them. We felt strong and 
safe with our friends. Some called 
"Maine's first gay pride march." The 
march concluded in Monument Square 
where we sang "We Are Gentle, Angry 
People", shouted "Never Again" and 
held our candles high as we thought of 
Charlie. 
In Lewiston Roland Blais, Walter 
Deschamps, and Bob Pouliot organized 
a memorial service and march. Held on 
Friday night, concurrent with the 
Portland march, the evening began with 
a mass for Charlie at the Chapel of 
Saints Peter and Paul. The church's 
Catholic priest refused to conduct the 
mass, so a Baptist minister and 
Episcopal priest officiated. Fifty peopl~, 
mostly gay men and lesbians, attended. 
As the group left the church they found 
the streets lined with hundreds of 
spectators . According to Walter 
Deschamps, "There were people I with · 
children, and older people sitting in their 
cars. Some honked their horns and 
waved . white handkerchiefs. I r~ally 
believe they were there to show support 
but were afr_aid to march ." The group 
II'. -::bed to the center of the Longley 
B . 1 '..,.e separating Lewiston and 
\ 1 iurn where they threw a wreath into 
f ., rivf'r. A group of hostile youths 
waiting at the end of the bridge was 
isolated by the police and led away. A 
large picture of the march appeared in 
the Lewiston pa per the next day. 
During the week's events, major 
changes occurred in media coverage, 
particularly in Bangor . Like many 
newspapers, including The New York 
T; nes, the policy of the Bangor Daily 
:·, 1ws 'las been to only use the word 
'horn Jsexual" to describe gay people. 
When he was first interviewed, Sturgis 
Has :ins specifically requested that they 
use "gay". The reply: "We are a 
conservative newspaper." (Where have 
we heard that before?) But by mid-week 
they were routinely using "gay". Charlie 
Howard was no longer an anonymous 
homosexual but "Gentle Charlie", a 
proud gay man. And the Bangor Daily 
News published a supportive editorial as 
well as a front page article on the causes 
of homophobia. (The most remarkable 
change of all was the fact that the media 
was dealing with fag-bashing at all. In 
the past murders of gay people have 
rarely been ex posed as such. ) 
Unfortunately other biases wor}{ed 
against portraying Charlie as a person 
equal to all others in society. Quoting 
neighbors and police officers the BDN 
told us that Charlie was a "transient" 
who was "on welfare" while the accused 
murderers were sons of "respectable 
people" who "owned property in 
Bangor". 
Also disappointing was the lack of 
response by public officials and 
religious "leaders". State Representa-
tives Tom Andrews and Harlan Baker 
and Portland Democratic City 
Committee Chairman Ed Barks were 
the only elected officials in evidence at 
the Portland memorial service. Rev. 
Richard Hasty and,. Rev. Robert Wolfe 
were the only clergy (as far as I am 
aware) who made public statements. A 
glaring exception to this silence was a 
powerful WMTW-TV (Ch . 8) editorial by 
author Martin Dibner. He echoed Betty 
Townsend's eloquent statement: "What 
did these parents teach their kids? What 
are we teaching our kids?" 
On July 17 the three juveniles accused 
of killing Charlie Howard pleaded "not 
guilty" to murder charges. On July 31, 
the decision will be announced as to 
whether they will be tried as juveniles or 
adults. A coalition of Bangor gay men, 
lesbia ns, and supporters has been 
organized to monitor t he leg al 
proceedings and to act as a public voice 
for Ba n go r 's gay and lesbian 
community. 
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safety. Forty-eight percent said that 
they have modified their behavior 
because of anti-gay/lesbian violence. 
There were consistent sex differences 
in rat-es of anti-gay / lesbian 
victimization. Males in the study 
reported higher rates of verbal 
harassment (except at home), threats 
and most types of physical assaults. 
Females, on the other hand, experienced 
significantly more sexual harassment 
· or assault, verbal abuse by family 
members and fear of violence. They were 
also more likely to say they modified 
their behavior to avoid violence. Males 
and females showed comparable rates of 
physical abuse by family members. 
Commented Kevin Berrill, NGTF 
Violence Project Coordinator, "these 
statistics do not tell the whole story, 
because they do not measure the anger, 
pain, fear and loss experienced by those 
who have been victimized and by our 
entire community. Nevertheless, the 
survey results -will help to bring about 
the official recognition of the problem 
that is necessary for an adequate official 
response." 
The NGTF report calls for further 
research into specific areas of anti-
gay/ lesbian victimization, and for the 
implementation of the following general 
policy recommendations to remedy the 
problem: 1) passage of local, state and 
federal legislation prohibi ting 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
Charlie continued trom pages 
was like none Charlie had ever worn -
he had had a very delicate touch with his 
Elizabeth Arden - and his hair had 
- been parted on t.\J.e side and slicked 
down. I found out now that, in the last 
three days of his life, he had been 
growing a moustache, and its thin wisps 
traced a darker line across his upper lip. 
He looked like Leslie Howard · in Gone 
With The Wind, and it was horrible. 
My mind wandered. I had heard, 
coming down, of dissension among us 
between the lesbians and the gay men. I 
thought of the difficulty of working 
together and of how frequently we had 
not been able to make common cause. I 
wondered what could be done to make 
the meeting Monday a productive one. 
My thoughts occasionally came back to 
the man in the black vest - how 
handsome he was - and I felt sad about 
that. I had not seen him since Tuesday. 
The minister read from the hundredth 
psalm and from the twenty-third and 
then made some remarks about not ever 
letting thi:s happen again. One of 
Charlie's school teachers then read a 
eulogy in which he called Charlie "kind" 
and "compassionate" and suggested 
that he had been docile when he had 
been corrected in school. 
It was over in ten minutes, and we 
went out to our cars, past television 
crews, to drive in the heat and the sun to 
the cemetery. 
We were led to the grave by Charlie's 
mother, an attractive woman in middle 
age wearing a summer dress and beads, 
who leaned upon the arm of her 
· orientation, thus enabling more lesbian 
and gay victims to report crimes and 
· seek legal redress; 2) inclusion oflesbian 
and gay people in laws aimed at 
deterring crimes motivated by bigotry, 
and more vigorous prosecution of 
assailants; 3) official monitoring of anti-
gay / lesbian incidents and other bias 
crimes ; 4) improved police / gay 
relations; 5) the establishment of 
programs by victim service agencies 
and other community-based organiza-
tions to respond to the particular needs 
of lesbian and gay crime victims; and 6) 
educational forums in the schools, 
churches, and the wider community to 
reduce the homophobia that breeds 
violence. 
NGTF gratefully acknowledges the 
participation of the following 
organizations in the studv. In 
alphabetical order by city, they are 
(Atlanta) - The Atlanta Gay Center, 
(Boston) - Watchline, (Dallas) - The 
Dallas Gay Alliance, (Denver) -The Gay 
and Lesbian Community Center of 
Colorado, (Los Angeles) - The Gay and 
Lesbian Community Services Center, 
(New York) - The New York City 
Gay / Lesbian Anti-Violence Project, (St. 
Louis) -The Celebration Committee, and 
(Seattle) - The Dorian Group. 
The NGTF report was made possible 
by grants from the Chicago Resource 
Center and the Fund for Human 
Dignity. Copies can be obtained from 
NGTF for $4.00. 
surviving son: a Staff Sergeant in the 
United States Army, who wore 
reflecting sunglasses which prevented 
you from seeing his eyes. He was a 
handsome man, blond, moustached, and 
in his uniform, the brass buttons, the 
good conduct ribbons, the sergeant's 
stripes' on his sleeve, his shoes polished 
to a high shine, he seemed the picture of 
American manhood. 
When it was over and we were back in 
our car, I turned on the ignition and 
was about to back out of the long 
driveway into the cemetery when a 
young woman approached. She was 
from UPI and wanted to talk to friends 
of Charlie's. Standing by the car-in the 
heat of the sun at eleven o'clock, my coat 
over my arm and my tie now in my hand, 
I listened, but I could not speak, as she 
questioned me and nw friends . 
"How do you feel about Charlie's 
death ?" 
"Does this happen much in Bangor?" 
"Is there much homophobia in 
Bangor?" 
"How many gays are there in 
Bangor?" 
"Why are gays so afraid?" 
We gave her our names and home 
towns. My young lesbian friend chose a 
tape and put it in the deck and we rolled 
down the windows and waved to the 
television crews as we left the cemetery. 
The tape was La Cage Aux Folles. She 
turned the stereo up loud, real loud, and, 
by the time we hit the Interstate, going 
north, they were playing our song. 
Charlie's song. 
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Unitarian U niversalists · 
Affirm Gay/Lesbian Unions 
The Unitarian Universalist 
Association, on June 28th, became the 
first major denomination to affirm 
religious celebrations of the union of gay 
or lesbian couples. After 30 minutes of 
debate, the 1300 delegates at the 
international General Assembly voted 
with an overwhelming voice to affirm 
"the growing practice of some of its 
ministers of conducting services of 
union of gay and lesbian couples." 
"This is an important part of the 
Unitarian Universalist affirmation of 
the inherent worth and dignity of every 
person," said the Rev. Douglas Morgan 
Strong, Minister of Augusta's All Souls 
Church. "We believe it is important to 
respect the commitment of two people to 
each other in a ceremony which has 
personal and religious significance, 
even if it doesn't have legal validity." 
The Board of Trustees voted 22-0, with 
one abstention, to support the resolution 
before the plenary session in Mershon 
Auditorium on the Ohio State 
University campus," where the general 
assembly was held. The 1,010 Unitarian 
Universalist congregations in the 
United States, Canada and eight other 
nations , are the first major 
denomination even to consider gay or 
lesbian union services. 
Unitarian Univers.alists have 
supported the rights of homosexual men 
and women since 1970, when the first of 
seven major resolutions on sexual 
orientation was passed in response to 
requests received over the years from 
homosexual people. The recent 
resolution, entitled, "Gay and Lesbian 
Services of Union", says: 
"Whereas, the Unitarian Universalist 
Association has repeatedly taken 
stands to affirm the rights of gay and 
lesbian per.._sons over the pas~ decade; 
and whereas, the legal marriages are 
currently denied gay and .lesbian 
couples by state and provincial 
governments in North America; and 
whereas, freedom of the pulpit is an 
historic tradition in UU societies; 
"Be it resolved: That the 1984 General 
Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association: 
"Affirms the growing practices of 
some of its ministers of conductiing 
services o/ union of gay and lesbian. 
couples ·and urges member societies to 
support their ministers in this important 
aspect of our movement's ministry to the 
gay and lesbian community; and 
"Requests that the Department of 
Ministerial and Congregational 
Services: 
1) disseminate this information to the 
Unitarian Universalist religious 
professionals and member societies; 2) 
develop printed material for ministers to 
assist them in planning and conducting 
services of union for gay and lesbian 
couples; 3) develop a pamphlet intended 
for lay persons which describes services 
of union for gay couples and is 
distributed to member societies." 
The Rev. Robert Wheatley, a gay 
minister who has been the Director of 
the Office of Lesbian and Gay Concerns 
since 1977, noted in a interview: "This is 
not a matter of civil rights, in the terms 
of legal rights. This is a human rights 
issue in the sense of affirming human 
beings, to acknowledge and affirm and 
.celebrate their CP.IDJn_i_t.men.t to_gether." 
Wheatly estimates he has performed 40 
such ceremonies. The words with which 
he concludes are: "By the authority 
vested in me as a minister of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church, I 
recognize you as being spiritually 
united." 
. The Office of Lesbian and Gay 
Concerns which Wheatly heads was 
established in 1975 on the basis of 
General Assembly resolutions adopted 
in 1973, 1974, and in 1975. In 1970, the 
General Assembly passed a resolution 
opposing discrimination against 
homosexuals and bisexuals. In 1977, the 
General Assembly spoke out against the 
"biased persecution and intolerance for 
the gay minority" by Anita Bryant an.d 
others. It decried !'the false-propaganda 
using a religious basis for persecution 
(which) strikes at the very foundation of 
th basic tenet of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association, to seek the 
truth and support of the worth of all 
humans." In 1980, the General Asembly 
urged local congregations to accept gay, 
lesbian and bisexual ministers who are 
candidates for settlement at their 
churches. 
Mayors Endorse Gay Rights 
by Fred Berger 
When Virginia Apuzzo visited 
Portland last February she told of 
recently addressing the Committee on 
Human Development of the U.S. 
Conference of · Mayors. The process 
begun in January was completed June 
19 when the full body of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors endorsed a 
resolution recommending "that all 
levels of government adopt legal 
protection for the rights of gay and 
lesbian Americans". The Conference 
thus · became the first organization of 
elected officials to take a position in 
favor of gay and lesbian civil rights. 
The annual Conference, held in 
Philadelphia this year, was attended by 
Portland Mayor David Brenerman and 
Paul Rollins, the Executive Assistant 
for Administration and Council Affairs. 
Prior to their departure they received a 
letter signed by a dozen Portland gay 
men and lesbians explaining the 
proposed resolution and urging Mayor 
Brenerman to support it. 
At the Conference the resolution had 
its second hearing before the 
Resolutions Committee where the three 
sponsors - Mayor Arthur J. Holland of 
Trenton, N.J., Mayor Thomas H. Cook 
of East Orange, N .J ., and Mayor Marion 
S. Barry, Jr. of Washington D.C. -
argued for its passage. Mayor Cook said 
it was "incumbent upon enlightened 
public officials" to provide equal 
opportunity for all citizens. Mayor 
Holland sugges t ed that specific 
protections were needed because gay 
and lesbian rights were not implicit in 
the Constitution. Barry reminded his 
colleagues that no matter how small 
their city, they had gay and lesbian · 
constituents who needed legal 
protections. The resolution was 
subsequently recommended by the 
Resolutions Committee. 
According to Paul Rollins once the 
resolution, entitled "Human Rights", 
was recommended by the two 
committees its passage QY the full body 
was virtually assured. In fact it 'was 
passed en masse with 54 other 
resolutions by a voice vote of _ the 
Conference. 
_Virginia Apuzzo, Executive Director 
of the National Gay Task Force, called 
passage of the resolution "explicit 
recognition that discrimination based 
on sexual orientation is a reality in the 
everyday lives of gay and lesbjan 
Americans. It also places legislative and 
executive efforts to remedy this problem 
squarely within the general civil rights 
agenda." According to Apuzzo there are 
now more than fifty state and local J 
jurisdictions in the United States which 
have legal protections against 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. She said that passage of 
this resolution by the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors "will be a major impetus for a 
push by local groups to expand that 
list." 
The "Human Rights" resolution is 
comprehensive in scope, dealing with 
several major issues. The complete text 
follows: 
"Whereas, lesbians and gay men 
constitute, according to most estimates, 
GAY PEO.PLES ALLIANCE 
·By Kim Anderson and Rick Bouchard 
As mentioned in the last Our Paper, 
G.P.A. has seen an increase in its 
membership. One result is enhanced 
group dynamics. Volleying of political 
points has ensued during the rapid-fire 
discussions of the past month's Friday 
Night Discussion Group. 
An ongoing issue that often divides • 
the gay community is one of feminist 
separatism. Personalization of the 
separatist's anger negates the very 
essence of separatism - the 
reconciliation of unresolved issues 
regarding the genders, sexual 
orientations, oppression and 
conditioning in our societal structure. It 
is an issue that absorbed the entirety of 
the June twenty-second meeting. An 
open forum allowed for a free exchange 
of ideas that influenced, educated, and 
reciprocated emotions. 
Justifications for separatism were 
discussed, enabling those unfamiliar 
with the topic to better understand this 
issue. Living in a non-oppressive way 
was the best agreed-upon approach for 
dealing with separatism. The male 
candlelight vigil in Monument Square 
during the Take Back the Night march 
is a positive example of men supporting 
separatist issues. 
· Richard Steinman presented the video 
An Institutional Response to AIDS to 
the Friday Night Discussion Group. 
heartbreak, but it can be a misfortune 
without a will. Strong cited cases of gays 
that weren't allowed personal 
possessions or to bury their lovers they 
were not designated as next of kin. The 
Unitarian Church is supportive of gay 
people and has a considerable number of 
gay members. The "service of union" 
(marriage) has been sanctioned by the 
Council of . the Unitarian Church. 
INTERWEAVE has held several 
cop.structive workshops that include: 
Unlearning Homophobia, Knowing 
Ourselves, Knowing Others, and 
Strength and Power. 
The gay community was outraged by 
the murder of Charles Howard (a 
newcomer to Bangor's gay community). 
The voices of Bangor's, Portland's and 
Lewiston's communities (and Maine's 
as a whole) were represented by local 
leaders in the first gay press conference 
in the history of Maine on July 11th in 
the Public ·safety Building. The main 
theme the speakers presented to the 
press was "anti-gay / lesbian violence is 
evidence of our need for rights." We are 
people. We have no rights from the 
legislature. Society concludes we are 
people with no rights and therefore less 
deserving of respect. 
Members of the g-ay/lesbian 
community organized a gathering to 
commemorate the memory of a gay 
brother and the emergence of a proud, 
strong, and vocal Gay Community. 
Halting anti-gay/ lesbian violence 
involves the community actively taking 
part in the process. Thanks to all those 
who compassionately organized the 
gay/lesbian community's response, 
those who delivered press releases, and 
any others who contributed support on 
whatever level. 
· This was a dramatization of a hospital 
routine upset by the admittance of an 
AIDS patient. The inherent homo-
phobia in the film sparked off a debate 
among the G.P.A. members. An 
Institutional Response to AIDS clearly 
demonstrates how misinformation can 
lead to barriers in administrative 
communication and , therefo·re, 
progress: Ignorance breeds fear! G.P.A. 
will be contacting the local medical 
facilities and educational institutions to 
- inquire into what each is doing to 
prepare themselves for dealing with 
AIDS patients (not victim) and offer 
suggestions for education. 
Reverend Doug Strong, from All souls 
Church (Unitarian Universalist) 
addressed the Friday Night Discussion 
Group with some critical emotional and 
legal issues. Strong began with the 
origin of INTERWEAVE , its 
development, climax, and decline. The 
discussion covered a variety of topics 
that ranged from group development to 
personal relationships. Death of a long-
term lover can not only result in 
The G.P.A. is greeting the fall seas.;~ 
- with a celebration of speakers and 
workshops. The Autumnfest in 
September opens with Pat Califia 
speaking on the 14th, the Harbor 
Master's-sponsored dinner with Eric 
Rofes, and closes with Virginia 
Apuzzo's speech on the 19th. The Harbor 
Master's Street Fair will be a 
combination of crafts, foods, flea 
market, and music. Be sure to read 
future G.P.A. Updates for more details 
as the Autumnfest draws near! 
10 percent of the U.S. population, 
. repr.esenting a substantial segment of 
American society in communities across 
· the country; and 
Whereas, existing- civil rights 
legislation does not, according to court 
rulings, protect gay men and lesbians 
from discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, thus denying them the 
. equal protection of the law guaranteed 
to other minority groups; and 
Whereas, research and statistical 
surveys have demonstrated that gay 
men and lesbians are subject to 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation in the workplace, in housing, 
in relations to the criminal and civil 
justice systems, and in the conduct of 
their everyday lives; and 
Whereas, gay men and lesbians are 
subject to government-sanctioned 
discrimination in such areas as 
exclusion from military service and 
denial of immigration; and 
Whereas, more than fifty state and 
local jurisdictions in the United States 
have already adopted and had 
successful experience with legal 
protections against discrimination 
based on sexual orientation; and 
Whereas, gay/ lesbian civil rights 
protections are supported by a cross-
section of Americans - ranging from 
the National Council of Churches to the 
AFL-CIO; and 
Whereas, the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors has traditionally taken a strong 
stand in support of the civil rights of all 
Americans, 
Now, therefore be it resolved that the 
The time of the Lesbian Support 
Discussion Group has been changed for 
the month of August, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., at 92 
Bedford Street. 
LARGEST SELECTIO'J OF 
A..ANT S & FLOWERS 
Fa=! ALL 0CCASCNs 
130 St. John Street, 
Portland, Maine 04102 
(297) 761-1580 3 
Ieleflora 
U.S. Conference of Mayors recognizes 
the right of all citizens, regardless of 
sexual orientation, to full participation 
in American society, and recommends 
that all levels of government adopt legal 
protections for the rights of gay and 
lesbian Americans. The Conference 
calls on its colleagues to consider 
executive and legislative remedies to 
guarantee equal . opportunity and 
protection in the public and private 
sectors. 
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Tom Wilson Weinberg In Concert 
Autumnfest: Maine's Celebration 
Of Gay and Lesbian Life 
Last year Autumnfest was organized 
by the Harbor Masters, a gay fraternal 
organization, as a benefit for the newly 
formed Maine Health Foundation. The 
event, a simple flea market, provided a 
unique opportunity for the diverse 
elements in the state's gay and lesbian 
communities to come together around a 
common cause. 
This September the Gay People's 
Alliance of the University of Southern 
Maine has joined the Harbor Masters to 
co-sponsor an entire week of speeches, a 
dinner and other celebrations to expand 
the Autumnfest concept in scope and 
·activities. 
The flea market hasn't been forgotten. 
It will be held on Sunday the 16th. All 
gay and lesbians businesses and 
organizations in New England are 
being encouraged to rent booths. Once 
again its profits will go to the Maine 
Health Foundation's work in lesbian 
and gay health. 
Eric Rofes will speak at a dinner on 
Saturday the 15th. He's been a major 
figure in national and regional gay 
politics for many years, most recently as 
a founder and co-chair of the Boston 
Lesbian and Gay Alliance. 
A teacher at the Fayerweather Street 
School in Cambridge for many years, 
Rofes has written a number of books 
with children on their perceptions of the 
world . He ' s also written an 
authoratative study, "I Thought People 
Like That Killed Themselves; Lesbians, 
Gay Men and Suicide. 
His talents as a teacher and writer will 
soon be merged in a forthcoming book, 
Aristotle, Plato and Guys Like Me, an 
autobiograph ic a l work on his 
experiences as a gay man in the 
classroom. 
A speech by Pat Califia will begin the 
week long festivities. Califia , best 
known to the general community as the 
Advocate Advisor, will talk on Friday 
the 14th. Her regular column in the 
national gay newspaper gives her a 
unique position as our own equivalent to 
Ann Landers. 
Her writings on lesbian sexuality 
ha ve been more co n t r oversi al. 
Sapphistry , a Guite to Lesbian 
Sexuality caused a stir, but not as much 
as Coming to Power, an an thology of 
lesbian S&M writings produced by the 
Samois collective. Califia, who now lives 
in New York, was instrumental in the 
production of the book. 
- On M o n day the 1 7th , John 
Stoltenberg will speak. He's been a 
page 10 • OUR PAPER 
radical feminist writer and speaker 
during the last decade. A native of 
Minnesota, he also lives in New York 
now. 
His writings have brought new 
perspectives to various topics 
concerning the heterosexual and gay 
male communities, including what it 
means to be a man, eroticism and 
violence in the father-son relationship, 
abortion rights, sexual objectification 
and gay male and heteros exual 
pornography. 
Climaxing the Autumnfest speeches 
will be a return appearance to Maine by 
Virginia Apuzzo, Executive Director of 
the National Gay Task Force. A former 
teacher and ex-nun, Apuzzo is certainly 
one of the most articulate and dynamic 
spokespersons of the gay civil rights 
movement. 
Apuzzo will talk on Wednesday the 
19th. Her last visit to Maine directly 
influenced the participation of gay men 
and lesbians in the state primary. A 
voter registration drive, co-sponsored by 
the Harbor Masters and the Gay 
People's Alliance, was another direct 
response to Apuzzo's electrifying 
presence. 
A renewed voter registration drive will 
be another part of the 1984Autumnfest. 
Our Books will sponsor a book-signing 
by gay authors on Saturday the 16th. 
Rofes and Califia will bejoined by local 
author John Preston at a reception at 
the Portland store. Other gay writers are 
being invited to attend as well. 
Other events include a performance 
by the Nunnettes at the Underground to 
benefit the Gay Health Action 
Committee, workshops on topics of vital 
interest to the gay and lesbian 
communities , perhaps a dance 
Saturday, maybe a tea dance on 
Sunday. 
Specific information will be available 
in the next issue of Our Paper or can be 
gotten from the Gay People's Alliance at 
780-4085. . 
Other groups and individuals in the 
reg ion are being encouraged to 
participate in Autumnfest. Booths will 
be available for ren t at the flea market, 
entertainers are encouraged to appear 
du r ing that Sunday afternoon 
gathering as well. Anyone with ideas or 
questions is encouraged to call GPA at 
780-4085, contact our Books at 4 Pine 
Street in Portland, or writer John 
Preston, Captain of the Harbor Masters, 
at Box 5314, Portland, Maine 04101. 
INTERWEAVE, a statewide 
organization for gay men and lesbians 
· is bringing to Maine the premiere gay 
male songster of our time, Tom Wilson 
Weinberg, in two special concerts during 
August. 
· Tom Wilson Weinberg is an original 
songwriter singer who has been 
performing throughout the US and 
Canada since 1977. He has been 
performing professionally at cabarets 
and conferences, bars and benefits. He 
already has released two records. 
The Gay Community News writes of 
Tom: "The surprise hit of the evening 
was an appearance by Tom Wilson 
Weinberg. Tom plays the piano and 
sings his own satiric songs. He can be 
serious too and his personal charm and 
warmth comes through. If you ever get a 
chance to hear this man, don't miss 
him!" 
Weinberg's genre is show tunes, and 
his often bouncy jazz-like melodies and 
styles of delivery cut deep into the 
absurdity of both the uptight 
homophobes he attacks and our own 
inability to laugh at our plight. His view 
seems to be that nothing is too sacred to 
laugh at - not promiscuity ("You Go 
Your Way And I'll Go Mine"), sex 
("Threesome") or psychiatry ("Shrink 
Song"). He has a refreshing, if not long· 
awaited, sense of humor; the kind no one 
can find inappropriate at any time. 
Tom's two albums "Gay Name Game" 
and "All American Boy" are notable 
achievements and most welcome voices 
in the wilderness. Both discs are 
available at Our Books in Portland and 
offer emotions and attitudes previously 
untouched in the realm of music. 
Tom Wilson Weinberg will be in 
concert on Friday, August 10 at the 
Unitarian Church, Main Street, Bangor 
and on Friday, August 25 at the First 
Parish Unitarian, 425 Congress Street, 
Portland. Both concerts will begin at 8 
pm. Donation: $4.00 at the door. An 
informal reception for Tom will follow 
each concert. 
A piano lounge, game room; dancing 
nightly, and the largest in music 9nd 
comedy video are all part of Maine's 
premier club for gay men and women. 
IN AUGUST ... 
Sunday the 12th- Our Tropical Night. 
Come in and see who wins for the 
best tan!! Discounts for everyone. 
Sunday the 26th- From Philadelphia, 
it's Miss Gay America - Brandy 
West-and the winner of the Nation-
al Numbers Contest for a wonder-
fully entertaining evening of camp 




Mabel Mercer, my favorite cabaret singer, died recently. Thirty years ago when I 
started to cruise New York bars her records were popular jukebox selections. One of 
her songs that sticks in my mind is "All The Sad Young Men" and it still brings a 
smile to my lips whenever I hear it. What were we so sad about in those prehistoric 
days before Stonewall? Well for one thing we weren't out to anybody - neither 
friends nor family. Most ofus didn't like or trust ourselves or anybody else. We were 
walking around with this big guilty secret and gawd did we feel guilty and sick. 
Another thing lots ofus were sad about was a gut feeling that we were likely to lead 
solitary lives. I expected to have lots of sex with many partners, but I did not expect 
to share intimacy over a long period with another man. I didn't know any men in 
long term relationships and I didn't think it was possible for two men to sustain a 
commitment. Well that was thirty years ago. 
I was reminded of all of this while reading David P. McWhirter and Andrew M. 
Mattison's new book The . Male Couple; How Relationships Develop (1984, 
Prenticehall, $16.95). For those ofus interested in the psycho~social behavior of gay 
men this is the book of the year, as important to .us as Tripp's The Homosexual 
Matrix or Clark's Loving Soqieone Gay. . 
First let me explain what The Male Couple isn't. It is not a manual on how to meet 
other men for long term relationships which is something we sorely need. Nothing 
here on answering ads, or sure fire one liners for initiating conversations. Practical · 
advice is interspersed throughout but basically this is a research-oriented study by a 
team of professional social scientists. 
Other social scientists may question some of McWhirter and Mattison's 
conclusions based as they are on a small sample in a relatively narrow geographic 
area. They interviewed 156 mllle couples in relationships lasting 1 to 37 years living 
in the San Diego, Calif. area. The couples were introduced to the authors, they were 
not randomly selected. These factors may - though I doubt it - invalidate some of 
the author's findings when more research is done on the gay male couple. 
McWhirter and Mattison have taken a simple, recognized concept and used it to 
help understand gay relationships. Recent research has demonstrated that there are 
continuing developmental stages of adulthood that span a lifetime. As individuals 
get older they pass from one stage to another and undergo change. Neither 
individuals nor relationships remain static. The authors have taken this theory of 
development one step further by applying it to gay couples. They identify six stages 
in male-male relationships each possessing a unique set of characteristics with 
positive and negative features. Couples move through .these stages as the 
relationship grows. They may find it necessary at times to revert to some 
characteristic of an earlier stage, but even with these excursions the movement from 
the first stage to the sixth follows in orderly development that is essential for the 
growth of the relationship. 
Among the momentous conclusions that McWhirter and Mattison draw from their 
investigation are the following - The single significant factor that keeps couples 
together past the ten year mark is the lack of possessiveness they feel. Many couples 
learn that ownership of each other sexually can become the greatest internal threat 
to their staying together. Couples with the greatest longevity have the largest 
difference in~age: In their study, those co_uples who were together for more than 30 
years (8 couples) have an age difference of between 5 and 16 years. 
The old myth that gay male relationships do not and cannot last is dispelled. By 
finding 156 couples in a small area with close to a third of the sample living together 
longer than ten years the authors offer striking evidence that gay men can sustain 
long-term ongoing relationships. It is not as unusual a phenomenon as I for one, and 
poss1 y you, once believed. 
Like other men standing in that bar thirty years ago I had only my parents 
traditional relationship to use as an example and guide. In my case a particularly 
disastrous example. It has taken me a long time to understand that a gay 
relationship cannot succeed as an imitation of another kind of relationship. We 
must find our own way and there are few givens. It has also taken a long time for me 
to realize that the length of a relationship is not synonymous with its quality. That a 
relationship ends is less than ideal; but all things end under heaven, and if 
temporality is held to be invalidating then nothing really succeeds. 
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"Streamers" Reviewed: .. 
Buried Feelings, Unstated Desires 
By Skip Brushaber 
Streamers, a film by Robert Altman 
basedon a play by David Rabe, portrays 
the interaction of a small group of 
paratroopers awaiting shipment to 
Vietnam. The entire film takes place in a 
dreary barracks. One of the main 
characters is Richard who is obviously 
gay. He flirts and toys with two of his 
bunkmates. Roger, who is black, can't 
believe Richard does any of that, "faggot 
stuff." Billy, the intellectual all-
American boy is antagonistic and 
sometimes hostile towards Richard, but 
something exists between them of which 
the audience is never quite sure. It is 
obvious that Richard is attracted to 
Billy and there is the suggestion that the 
attraction is reciprocated. Enter Carlyle, 
a jive-talking ghetto black who is a 
walking time bomb. Other characters in 
Dear Gaybe~ 
DEAR GAYBEE: 
I recently started a new job and am not 
out to my coworkers. I feel like a fifth 
wheel at company parties, like I have 
little or nothing to add to most of the 
discussions about personal relation-
ships, what I do with my time, etc. It's 
getting to be a drag. Any suggestions? 
SIGNED: IN THE CLOSET 
DEARIN: 
Sounds like it's time to come out on the 
job or get out of the job. What have you 
got to lose? 
Boston Passes 
the film include two older sergeants who 
are always drunk and reminiscing about 
war and camaraderie. They cannot 
express their caring for each other in 
any other way but macho drunkeness. 
There is another character who is an 
observer. He never speaks or leaves his 
bunk. 
Watching this film is more like 
experiencing a play. The main tool is the · 
spoken word. The barracks looks like a 
stage set and the lighting is theatrical. 
The confusion and danger of buried 
feelings and unstated desires is the main 
theme of this film. For that reason, the 
film is very unsettling. The pervasive 
tension of the film culminates in 
violence, which is carried out with an 
alternating dream-nightmare quality. 
The acting in this film is flawless and 
the staging sets the theme of 
desperation. 
DEAR GAYBEE: 
I've never been very good at geometry, 
but when you 1J,re seeing someone and 
find out "he or she is seeing another 




It depends on what angle you want to 
approach things. from. Some would call 
it a love triangle, some deception, and 
still others, a "mess". I guess it's up to 
you. You needn't be a geometry whiz to 
figure · out what's best for yourself, 
simple addition and subtraction will 
suffice. If the sum of those involved is 
greater than . you desire, you might 
consider subtracting one (yourself) from 
the "not so grand" total. 
Rights Ordinance 
by· Fred Berger 
Boston has become the latest 
American city to pass legislation 
designed to protect gay men and 
lesbians from discrimination. On June 
27 the Boston City Council passed - by 
an astounding 12-1 vote - a human 
rights ordinance which was introduced 
by recently elected openly gay City 
Councilor David Scondras. 
The ordinance creates a · seven 
member Human Rights Commission to 
investigate charges of discrimination 
against city residents. It specifically 
outlaws discrimination based on race. 
color, sex, age, religion, creed, disability 
· national origin, ancestry, sexuai 
'. orientation, marital status, prior 
psychiatric treatment, military status or 
source of income. The gay and lesbian 
community lobbied most intensively for 
the bill because, unlike some of the other 
groups mentioned, gays are not 
protected by existing state, federal, and 
municipal civil rights legislation. 
Passage of broad "human rights" 
ordinances rather than more specific 
"gay rights" bills is proving to be a · 
successful tactic to achieve gay rights. It 
protects supporters from charges that 
they are seeking "special privileges" for 
gays and lesbians. The Boston Council 
also passed an amendment to the bill 
designed to defend itself from charges of 
"endorsing the gay lifestyle". That 
amendment maintains that passage of 
the ordinance in no way reflects any 
endorsement of a particular religious 
belief or lifestyle. 
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Friday, August 3 . 
"Bisexuality: an expression of 
confusion or freedom?" , moderated by 
Rick Bouchard, Gay People's Alliance, 
92 Bedford St., Portland, 7:00. 
Sunday, August 5 
Lesbian Support/ Discussion Group, 
trip to Wassamski Springs,. meet at 92 
Bedford St., Portland, 6:00. 
Thursday, August 9 , 
Signing group, Gay People's Alliance, 
7:00, 92 Bedford St. , Portland, (last day 
to join class). 
Friday, August 10 
Discussion on AIDS/ Gay and 
Lesbian Health Conference in NYp, 
moderated by Richard Steinman, Gay 
People's Alliance, 92 Bedford St.J 
Portland, 7:00. 
Tom Wilson Weinberg in concert, 
Bangor Unitarian Church, Main St., 
Bangor, 8:00, $4. donation. 
Friday-Satur~ay, August 10-11 
Women Outdoors Gulf Hagas 
overnight. Call 666-3636 for info. 
Sunday, August 12 
Presentations from NOW and 
Wom en ' s Forum representative , 
discussion , Lesbian Support/ Dis-
cussion Group, 92 Bedford St., Portland, 
6:00. 
Friday, August 17 
Anti-Gay/ Lesbian Violence Work-
shop, Gay People's Alliance, 92 Bedford 
St., Portland, 7:00. 
. Sunday, August 19 
Bisexuality and Lesbianism: How 
does bisexuality affect gay relation-
ships?, discussion, Lesbian Support/ 
Discussion Group, 92 Bedford St., 6:00 
Saturday, August 25 
Women Outdoors Southern Maine 
bike trip, call 324-9451 
Tom Wilson Weinberg in concert, First 
Parish, 425 Congress St., Portland, 8 
pm, $4. donation 
Sunday, August 26 
Cruise on Sunset Longfellow Lines 
(tentative) , Lesbian Support/ Dis-
cussion Group, meet 92 Bedford St., 
Portland, 6:00 
Thursday,August30 
Maine Gay Pride 85 planning 
committee meeting, 92 Bedford St., 
Portland, 7:00 
Sunday, August 26 
Maine Green Party meeting, All Souls 
Unitarian Church, 11 King St., Augusta, 
2:00 
MAINES ONLY ADULT 
GAY CINEMA 
CONTINUOUS DAILYfrom10:30am- 11pm 
NEW SHOW EVERY WEDNESDAY 
DISCOUNT ADULT VIDEO CASSETTES 
SALES&RENTAL.:> VHS/BEfA 
CIBSSICS & ,-st titles 
MONDAYS 
Feminist Spiritual Communitv - everv 
Monday,, 7 p.m .. State Street Church. 
Portland. 
Gay Health Action Committee - irre-
gular Mondays. Portland - call 775-
5540. 
Seacoast Gay MeIJ. - every Monday, 
7:00 pm, 292 State St. (basement), Ports-
mouth, N.H. 
TUESDAYS 
Greater Portland N.O.W. - fourth Tues-
day of the month, Y.W.C.A.. 87 Spring 
St., Portland, 7:30 p.m. 
Alcoholics Anonymous - Gays in 
Sobriety - every Tuesday, 7:30 pm, 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 425 Congress St. , Portland. 
Street, Portland. 
Our Paper staff meeting - every Tues-
day, 7:30 p.m., Our Books, 4 Pine St. , 
Portland. New mem hers are. welcome. 
Alliance To Preserve Reproductive 
Choice - second Tuesday of the month, 
Y.C.W.A .. 87 Spring St., Portland, 7p.m. 
WEDNESDAYS 
Bowdoin Gay / Straight Alliance - first 
and third Wednesday. 7:30 p.m., Chase 
Barn Chamber, 256 Maine St. (above 
garage), Brunswick. ·Call 725-8731 ext. 
633 (Scott) or write M.U. 367, Bowdoin 
College. Meetings held only when 
college is in session. 
The Gay Parents Support Group meets 
Wednesday evenings· at 7:30 p.m. at the 
USM Student Union, 92 Bedford St., 
Portla r..d. For further information call 
(207) 780-4085 or (207) 772-47 41. . 
Greater Bangor NOW - last Wednes-
day of the month, Bangor Public 
Ljbrary, Bangor, 7 pm, 989-3306 for 
information. 
65 MAIN ST. MACHIAS, MAINE 04654 
(207) 255-8420 
THURSDAYS 
,Lesbian / Gay Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday, discussion meeting at 
8 p.m., Unitarian Church . . Main St .. 
Bangor. 
Gay / Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday, step meeting, 7:30p.m., 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland. 
FRIDAYS 
"Free To Be" Gay/ Lesbian Alcoholics 
Anonymous - every Friday, 7:30 to 8:30, 
All Souls Unitarian Church, 11 King St., 
Augus~. 
Gay People's Alliance - every Friday, 
7 p.m., 92 Bedford St. , Portland - open 
meetings 
Northern Lambda Nord - second Fri-
day of the month - discussion group in 
New Sweden. 
SATURDAYS 
Interweave Bangor ~ third Saturday of 
the month, Unitarian Church. Main St .. 
6 p.m. , potluck and meeting. 
Gav / Lesbian Al-Anon - everv Satur-
day, 8 p.m., First Parish l!~itarian 
Universalist Church. 425 Congress St. . 
Portland. 
SUNDAYS 
Northern Lambda Nord .- last Sunday 
of the month - business meeting. 1:00 
p.m. followed by potluck. 
Wilde-Stein Club - every Sunday, 7:00 
p.m.. South Bangor Lounge, second 
fl oor, Memorial Union, Univ. of Maine, 
Orono. 
Interweave Augusta - last Sunday of 
the month. Ail Souls Unitarian Church, 
11 King St. , 6:30 potluck and meeting. 
Lesbian Support/Discussion 
Group: Tired of the bar scene? Come to 
a meeting, 6-8 PM at 92 Bedford St . . 
U .S.M. All women in the comm unit 
welcome. Sponsored by Women 's 
Forum and GPA. 
(207) 646-9056 
FINE USED FURNITURE 
235 Congress -Street 
Wed. -Sat. 10'.30-5:30 
Sunday 12:00-4:00 
Sunrise & Waffles 
Mon. & Tues. I Wed, - Sat, I Sun. 
YELLOW MONKEY 
GUEST HOUSES and MOTEL UNITS 
EFFICIENCIES. T.V."S. AIR CONDITIONING 
WALKING DISTANCE TO OCEAN BEACH & TOWN 
Continental breakfast 
LOUISE BENNETT. L.C.S.W. 
THERAPIST TO INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES. 6 FAMILIES 
SAN - 2PM 
EmaJ. Koch 
.Attorney As Law 
7AN - 7PM 9AM - 7PM 
185 Middle Sneet 
P.O. Box 768.5 




II 7 Middle Street 
« MAIN ST. (RT. 1) 




139 PARK STREET 
PORTLAND, MAINE Gt 101 




HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
, SPECIALIZING IN WOMEN'S ISSUES ANO 
IN ALCOHOLISM AND OTHER ADDICTIONS 
(207) 774- 4322 
Callplete and ccnpRhensiYe boolckeeping services 
at low, reas"Onable rates 
LESS/GAY-NETWORK 
Bangor INTERWEAVE 
P.O. Box 8008 
Bangor, ME 04401 
Bates Gay / Straight Alliance 
Bates College 
Lewiston 04240 
Bowdoin Gay / Straight Alliance 
Bowdoin College 
Brunswick 04011 
Dignity of Maine 
P.O. Box 7021 
Lewiston 04240 
Feminist Spiritual Community 
c/ o State St. Church 
159 State St. 
Portland 04101 
Gay Health Action Committee 
P.O. Box 10723 
Portland 04104 
Gay / Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous 
c/ o First Parish Unitarian Church 
425 Congress St. 
Portland 04101 
Gay Parents Support Group 
780-4085 or 772-4741 
Portland 
Gay People's Alliance 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04102 
780-4085 
Greater Bangor NOW 
P.O. Box 8026 
Bangor, ME 04401 
Greater Portland N.O.W. 
P.O. Box 4012 Station A 
Portland 04101 
Interweave 
P .O. Box 215 
Augusta 04330 
Lesbian/ Gay Committee 
Me·. Chapter Nat'! Assoc. 
of Social Workers 
780-4120 
Mid-Coast Gay Men 
P .O. Box 496 
Camden 04843 \ 
Maine Health Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7329 DTS 
Portland 04112 
Maine Lesbian Feminists 
P.O. Box 125 
Belfast 04915 
Northern Lambda Nord 
P.O. Box 990 
Caribou 04736 
NLN Gay Phoneline 896-5888 
OUR PAPER 
P.O. Box 10744 
Portland 04101 
Parents and Friends of Gays 
P.O. Box 215 ' 
Augusta 04330 
Seacoast Gay. Men 
P.O. Box 1394 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
USM Women's Forum 
University of Southern Maine 




University of Maine - Orono 
Orono 04469 
Web Work 
Box 131-D 
Calais 04619 
